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1. INTRODUCTION
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1.1 The Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservatio Ar-
eas) Act 1990 defines a conservation area as anea of spe-
cial architectural or historic interest, the character or appear-
ance of which, it isdesirableto preserve or enhance’. The
purpose of this document is to appraise the elemenbf the
special interest, character and appearance of the fddleton
Town Centre Conservation Area, including its archaelogy,
historic associations, architecture and environmentThe
appraisal provides a basis for development contrpim-
provement initiatives and the future management othe
area. An appraisal also can have educational and search
uses.

1.2 The Middleton area is too large for the apgatdatio be full
and comprehensive and the omission of any partitulgding,
feature, space, positive or negative characterstticuld not be
taken to imply that it is of no importance, intéresrelevancy.

1.3 There is a natural topographical hierarchy withe conser-

vation area where the medieval church of Saint hebis
raised on a scarp to the east of an ancient maah eppropri-
ately named “Long Street” (see fig 2). The aras@ios a me-
dieval topography complemented by a surprisingiis archi-
tectural history. In particular, there is a sigraht grouping of
Arts and Crafts buildings by the renowned architsdgar
Wood, who was born and lived in the town.

1.4 Inthe early 1970s, the historic town centess artificially
split into two, with the primary commercial focuschted to the
south (outside the conservation area) and theralibund his-

toric focus to the north (within the conservatioaa. The divi- ‘

sion was created by the imposition of a largeira$fand on
the traditional Market Place and the re-sitinghaf market to
the south.

1.5 This influenced the 1978 conservation area tanwhich

uncomfortably terminates at the island. In faeréhare several ¢

other arbitrary terminations to the north, soutisteand west.
Recently, an important chapel was demolished bectngs
boundary, irrationally, went around it but did matlude it.
stood at the top of the Twenty Four Steps, a leoadmark
made famous by an L. S. Lowry painting. Consedugeatclas-
sic image of Middleton was lost. Therefore, iniédd to the
assessment of the present conservation area,Xt@ns@ons are
proposed to create a sensible and inclusive boyndaese are:

« Extension 1 — Rochdale Road to Hollins Lane;

« Extension 2 — Grammar School to Lodge Mill;

It

« Extension 3 — Long Street to Middleton Gardens; and

« Extension 4 — Durnford Street.

1.6 The proposed development of a Tesco supermeokgblex
just outside the conservation area has createdlthpelebate
as to the town's environment, role and functiothextwenty-
first century. Consultants have created a Masterfoiathe fu-
ture and structural problems such as the traffimd dividing
the town are to be addressed. The appraisal fpamof the
Masterplan.
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Fig 1. Middleton lies north of Manchester and south
of Rochdale, as indicated by the pink icon.

Fig 2. Aerial view of the conservation area with the
boundary in yellow. Saint Leonard’s Parish Church is
highlighted, as is the main Long Street/ Rochdale
Road axis.

Fig.3 Saint Leonard’s Parish Church, Middleton,
from the old graveyard.
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Map of Conservation Area with key street names
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2. ASSESSMENT OF SPECIAL INTEREST




In the late 1960's, Nikolaus Pevsner wrotdjddleton has not
the gloom of so many South Lancashire towns sfzés It
benefits from its position close to the hills, lbitas also the
advantage of a large medieval church on a hill ahd number
of buildings by one of England’s most original atehts
(Edgar Wood)f the interesting period of 190qPevsner, N.
1967, pg 346)

2.1 LOCATION AND SETTING

2.1.1 Middleton lies between the city of Manchesset miles
to the south, and the town of Rochdale, four niibethe north
(Grid Reference SD8706). Oldham and Bury lie toghst and
west respectively. Geologically, Middleton is ersgd by the
Millstone Grit of the Pennines to the east and3hadstone
Coal Measures of the West Pennine Moors to thénort

2.1.2 This location, in the middle of larger setténts, has
greatly influenced Middleton's development frormaal pas-
toral township of around twenty houses to the prepest-
industrial town rooted in the textile industry. ukhtextile
manufacturers and chemical companies are now conepled
by service industries. Middleton has a substaptiulation of
approximately 70,000 people. Despite these glesatges,
something of the pre-industrial era survives inlib#dings and
layout of the conservation area.

2.1.3 The Middleton Town Centre Conservation Are@ecs
approximately sixteen hectares in the northern gfatte town
centre. This was the focus of pre-industrial Midloitebefore
later developments shifted the centre southwarks.riain
thoroughfare is Long Street, stretching from thelton Arms
at Market Place and moving north to King Streetnehtcon-
tinues as Rochdale Road (see fig 5). Travelling@lhis thor-
oughfare through the centre of the conservatioa prevides
an enriching visual experience. There are pleasantéctic
shop frontages in the south with prominent buildisgch as
Long Street Methodist Church and School. Latertiael opens
up at the timber framed Old Boars Head public hpugeary
and Local Studies centre and Jubilee Park. Funieh, the
scene closes down again and houses predominate.

2.1.4 To the west of this axis are important axddargely resi-
dential streetscape and a substantial plot of eyperded land
occupied by the late medieval Rectory (enclosex Mictorian
shell). Several buildings by Edgar Wood also ogdinis side.
Land to the east of Long Street includes the ppalodbpen

space, Jubilee Park, which rises to meet the tirolaertower of

the medieval Parish Church of Saint Leonard anctl@cent
Old Burial Ground. From this hilltop position tirole of
Middleton and beyond can be surveyed (see fig 6).

2.1.5 The conservation area is therefore alignedrat the
north-south axis of Long Street and the physicafatter is
dominated by the Parish Church. Surprisingly, tinecgphere
has more the flavour of a suburban location thamdunstrial
town, due to the large open spaces, abundancees &nd the
presence of many suburban style buildings (se@)figNever-
theless, the spaces are ancient with historicks lto the pre-
industrial Middleton township. The conservationaaretains a
clear medieval footprint.

Fig 5. Long Street looking south towards the Library
and the Old Parish School.

ik
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Fig 6. ‘From this hilltop position the whole of Middleton
and beyond can be surveyed’. Here the vista opens up
westwards towards Edgar Wood’s Long Street Meth-
odist Church.

.

Fig 7. ‘Surprisingly, the atmosphere has more the flavour
of a suburban location than an industrial town due to the
large open spaces’. Jubilee Park and Library




2.2 HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT

2.2.1 From an agricultural background Middletor@pydation
grew extensively over 100 years as a result df, fiegorgian
period cottage industry (cotton, wool and silk) aedondly,
Victorian large scale factory development (cottad ailk) .
Middleton, today, has a mixture of retail and mactiiring
concerns.

2.2.2 Middleton is not mentioned in the DomesdaypBof
1086, but “Middleton” is a Saxon place name: ‘Mldlelating
to a middle hill or location and ‘ton’ meaning $ettent. There
is also evidence of settlement in Neolithic tim&sgolished
stone axe and Bronze Age stone axe were founckitrkhval-
ley close by. An aerial photograph of 1956 showstential
settlement location with various rectangular amdutar ground
features. Early names also exist such as “Baredagf in the
north of the conservation area.

Fig 8. Scalloped capitals and billet work to the

C12th Romanesque arch at Saint Leonard’s.

2.2.3 There is no clear evidence of Roman settleradthough
Long Street is thought to be on the line of a Ronwad linking
Chester to York. On Hugh Oldham’s map of 1767 rdael is
in its current position with the Old Boar's Head kligned to
it.

2.2.4 Middleton was visited by the monks carrying body of Fig 9. This C19th photo still shows a rural Middle-
Saint Cuthbert in the late ninth century when figeviking ton. Here the Birch Road (across Glebe Land) leads
intrusions into Northumberland. A document publgi®1910 | onto the houses at Long Street.

(by the Surtees Society) notes trefter wandering into York-
shire they came to Middleton, near Manchester, ¢eepturn-
ing northwards they remained at Over Kell€burtees Society,
1910) The link with Saint Cuthbert and Durham isiguing in
the light of the dedication of a chapel in Sainbhard’s Church
to The Virgin and Saint Cuthbert.

2.2.5 Documentary evidence of Middleton exists twelfth
century deed recording a grant by Roger de Middlefwi-
dence of a flourishing settlement in the twelftitoey and thir-
teenth centuries can be seen in the remains ohaaResque
arch (see fig 8) inside the Church and an earhhi@atoorway

and window to the south elevation. Fig 10. Long Street in the last half of the C19th with

Glebe land taken up by Jubilee Park in the fore-
2.2.6 Of the immediate post-medieval period, Adfiamdall ground, the Parish School on the left and Old Boar’s
notes: Middleton was the other (as well as Rochdale) main | Head on the right.

centre of growth in the early modern period. Bativits were =
centres of the woollen trade, and the agriculturéhe area had =
moved from arable to pastoral, and from cattleleep- ;
raising’ (Tindall, A. 1985, pg 118). He also notes the @éase
in the value of education and the establishmetheMiddle-
ton Grammar School by Bishop Langley in 1412, wisah
vives today in the School House of 1597. A heestarn of
1666 showed 113 hearths in the township with apprately
18 hearths belonging to Lady Anne Assheton.

Fig 11. Many of the larger factories in Middleton
developed to the south of the town as in this Mill at
Parkfield (est C 1800).
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2.2.7 It was during the latter half of the eightierentury that
textile manufacturing began to take root as a gettadustry.
Yet the form of the area remained largely uncharsgetirural
J. Aiken writing in 1795 about Middleton 20 yeassler, said
it was a township with a manor house, mill, innstfavellers
and abouttwenty houses in the villag€VCH). However, over
that period the number of houses had dramaticatiseased to
around 200 (see Maps 1 and 2)

2.2.8 When estate owners, principally the Suffselgtarted
speculative development in the 1770’s, the areamégytake
on a more urban form. The granting of a Market @han Fig 12. Irregular fenestration to e'fwes is.a character-
1791 accelerated the encroachment of speculatbis ph istic of an C18th workshop, here in Spring Gardens,
Glebe Land to the west of Long Street. Yet the @mchment of

properties remained on a relatively small scaleMiuttlleton l_
retained an open and rural aspect with Glebe Latehding as
far as the eye could see. The 1767 (Map 1) mapsstite area
retaining the medieval footprint of church, manouge and
mill. The Estate Map of 1795 (Map 2), however, shalgvel-
opment to the bottom of New Lane and on Long Street

2.2.9 Middleton’s industrialization evolved fromethandloom

weaver’s workshop, which was adapted to work inegitotton

or silk. The practice of weaving originated in tbeal farms

and cottages (largely for woollen goods). As smatton facto-

ries sprang up around the south of the town, sptigalplots | Fig 13. Continuous lights to the caves reveal the

were purpose built to bring production closer te tthain facto- | °riginal use of this building (probably silk weaving)

ries, which still operated under the ‘putting csstem. This | Long Street. The windows to the centre are
known as “Yorkshire Lights’.

was the process whereby factory spun yarn was damateto

local weavers.

2.2.10 One of the first water powered cotton spigmnills was
built at the bottom of Wood Street by John Jacksdnch later
became infamous under the ownership of Daniel Budtging
the Luddite riots of 1812. The introduction of tnél seems to
have been the catalyst for the development ofptéus of town
during the early C19th. The introduction of thetaotpower
loom in the early C19th led to great hardship, mdisturbance
and ultimately the rapid decline of the cotton héowm weav- §
ers. Brookside Mill (located in our proposed extenkis a rare §
example of a cotton power-weaving shed and Loddk &i
relatively early spinning factory.

2.2.11 Throughout the C19th there was a symbietationship
between the weaving of silk and cotton, with eittading pre-
eminence depending on the economic conditionsentidty.
Because of this, it is likely that many workshopsrevadapted
to take into account both the weaving of silk dit@e. Two
surviving buildings reflect each process in thasidn. First, at
Sadler Street there are basement workshops whidhsuged
to the damp conditions of cotton production. Seltpat Long
Street there is a second story workshop, with eliylets,
which was better suited to the dryer conditionsilif produc-
tion.

Fig 14. Dutch Baroque style on Mellalieu Street

named after Heugenot silk weaving immigrants.
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2.2.12 The strength of the silk industry in Middletis notable.
Silk throwing and weaving was a late developmeriEngland
where access to the knowledge, materials and [gesés pro-
duce silk garments was limited. The suppressigch@Hugue-
not's in France (with a large silk weaving commyhand their
subsequent acceptance in England encouraged tbduntion
of silk weaving. The Mellalieus of Middleton wereiguenot's
and are thought to have greatly influenced thestrgiun the
town. The family is remembered in Mellalieu Strigethe con-
servation area.

2.2.13 The silk weaving community maintained prdaurcat
home rather than in the larger factories used écdtton in-

Fig. 15 Spring Gardens has many buildings which

were originally involved in the textile industry.

dustry. It prolonged a traditional way of life @pposition to
the marked changes of the factory system. Thispeasible

with silk, because it only became centralised aerdhanised at i

a much later date, as illustrated in the late dathe two
(relatively small) Silk Mills north of New Lane.

2.2.14 The 1848 six inch Ordnance Survey map, Nsge4)
illustrates Middleton at the end of the Georgianqze It
shows large numbers of ordered plots containirigee single
cottage with a garden or a terraced row of houBes.surviv-
ing buildings suggest these were mostly weavettages.

2.2.15 The town had developed in two main areasyd/\Rireet,
to the south-west and a grid of terraced housepassibly
small factories on land named “Well Barrowfield” Blugh
Oldham’'s 1762 map. This area is now known as Sysiag

Fig 16. ‘The late nineteenth and early twentieth cen-
turies saw the continued growth of residential devel-
opment, particularly along the Long Street/ Roch-
dale Road axis in the conservation area’.

dens and in 1842 it was reported that gk trade is making
considerable progress here, and Messrs Oakes abhdepu
have lately established an extensive manufactutieabffab-
ric....in Spring Gardens(Tindall A. 1985). Two silk mills
survive in this area, one in the conservation arehone adja-
cent. By the 1840’s industrialization has takerdrem that it
was estimated that silk weaving occupied approxeiyat, 000
people. The continuing increase in population tethe build-
ing of Providence Congregational Chapel in 185%hich
time the cotton industry was fully mechanized, #reltypical
Victorian terraced houses for mill workers wereibeing to be
constructed.

2.2.16 On the Ordnance Survey map of 1893 (see3)ldpe

!

g

effect of the Victorian industrial revolution care been. The
late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries $econtinued

Fig 17. Long Street Methodist Church, 1901, Edgar
Wood.

growth of residential development, particularlyrajdhe Long
Street/Rochdale Road axis in the conservation dieabuilt
form moved away from the terraced to the detachesimi-
detached house. The conservation area's thire plaworship
was built in 1901, Long Street Methodist Church &etiool,
an Edgar Wood masterpiece. The period saw thei@nemit
many other Edgar Wood designs. By this time, exélg large
cotton mills of the “Oldham” type and associatedaees were
being constructed south of the Conservation Areh s the
listed Warwick Mill.
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Map 1 - Here the Hugh Oldham Map of 1767 shows Middleton still retaining its medieval footprint, with the
Church on the hill, the Manor House further south, and the corn mill beyond the mill pond.
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Fig 18. Five Maps showing the Historical Development Of Middleton 1767 - 1893

Map 2 - This is an Estate Map of 1795 and shows Middleton on the cusp of the Industrial Revolution with evidence
of the speculative development by the Suffield’s at the bottom of New Lane (top of map)
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Map 3 - Here, in 1839, we can clearly see the effects of the Georgian Industrial Revolution, with speculative de-
velopments of handloom weavers houses to the north (in Barrowtfields) and the south-west (along Wood Street).
One of the first cotton mills to be built in Middleton (by John Jackson in ¢1800) is at the bottom of Wood Street
adjacent to the large rectangular area which is a lodge. Lodge Mill is also visible to the bottom right of the map,

along the road to Oldham.
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Map 4 - The 1848 Ordnance Survey six inch map shows the continued urbanisation of Middleton into the early
Victorian period, with the mill pond still surviving (seen at the bottom middle of the map).
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Street axis and westwards on the Glebe land.

Map 5 - This Ordnance Survey map shows the conservation area in 1893, towards the end of the Victorian period.
Beyond this date developments in the Conservation Area were largely residential and took place along the Long
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2.2.17 The first half of the twentieth century s introduc-
tion of both social housing and the private Gar8ahurb of
Alkrington. Subsequently, the even larger Land¥@anchester
overspill estate was similarly built on garden dites. How-
ever, development was limited in the conservatiea and lit-
tle change occurred to the built form after the Babian pe-
riod.

2.3 ARCHAEOLOGICAL SIGNIFICANCE

2.3.1 Several early boundaries are evident inghddcape.
Market Place and Lodge Street at the southern amest of the
conservation area follow the boundary of a woodléddThe
Warren'’ in the 1848 OS Map), which is recorded irgH Old- | Fig 19. Clarke Brow follows the boundary of an area
ham’s survey of Middleton in 1767 (see fig 24). &&aBrow known as Church Barrowfield.

also follows the early southern field boundary tcaaea called
Church Barrowfield in the 1767 survey. Jubilee Régleeloped
within the tight boundaries of a field of Glebe ldagbnnecting
church to rectory. Church Brow skirts along the tdary of
glebe land and is cut deeply into the side of thbankment,
which rises steeply to form the graveyard.

2.3.2 Of the OId Burial Ground, maps of 1767 anél5l3how a
bottle shaped enclosure. The 1795 map also shaivaaure
situated at the head of the bottle shape withribeK’ being
lined with trees. The Sites and Monuments Recotdathe
existence of an old building known as Scroops Hdese
which was demolished in 1861. The 1848 OrdnanceeyLsix
inch map suggests a double depth building with oe#ouild-
ings. The 1795 map shows the boundary of a woudaden
circumnavigating the bottle shaped enclosure. Addetlis
Clare Hartwell and Matthew Hyde note in the intrctilon to
Pevsner’s Lancashire: Manchester And The SouthsttRat
the circular shape of the graveyard surroundingthech
could have Celtic origins. The significance of tbpography of
the Old Burial Ground area has not been explorétie Warren
is noted in the Sites and Monuments Record aaldit warren
of the medieval lords of Middleton

2.3.3 The curving boundary of Clarke’s Croft eastigafrom
Wood Street to Long Street is followed by the segalesweep
of the Conservative Club’s bowling green. A snaathl shaped
area of glebe land close to Church Brow retain®i$print in
the boundaries occupied by the former Parish Scodiplay-
ground.

2.3.4 There are remains of ancient watercourseshndantrib-
uted to the millpond to the south of Middleton H&lhit Brook
to the east of the conservation area skirts pagtlizabethan
Grammar School until it joins the Irk, which wasdely cul-
verted in the twentieth century. The Sites and Moants Re-
cord notes the existence of a post-medieval well(sif about
1540) possibly within the grounds of the Rectorg #re re-
mains of the western arm of a moat.

2.3.5 The Sites and Monuments Record (no. 243&snehat
may be the shaft of a Saxon Cross found in 19Q9mocated
into the wall above the window immediately eashefnorth
door of Saint Leonard’s churtfsee fig 20). It also records they,,.. originals) according to the SMR suggests the
existence of a thirteenth century priest's doortaedsouth head of a figure with flowing hair, with a cross to the
porch, tower and south arcade of 1412. Evidendéooman centre.

Fig.20. The SMR notes ‘what may be the shaft of a
Saxon Cross found in 1909 incorporated into the

wall.” The photograph above (stitched together from

18



work can be found in the re-set Romanesque arcla anokif
on a corbel or capital set into the north aisld.via the south
aisle the remains of a wall foundation can be foinna box
pew hidden beneath a boxed seat.

2.3.6 Carved stone heads (possibly Georgian ookaat) from
the corbel table of the church (and subsequenthpved for a
new roof) were found (and remain) in the groundthefnew
Rectory (see fig. 22).

2.3.7 The Sites and Monuments Record also recadopthe
Old Boar’s Head as dated 1572 and a stone in lle bearing
the date of 1632. Late seventeenth century oak §eféoor
boards and purlins have survived to the interiahefthree sto-
rey Georgian houses at the bottom of New Lanegitifig that | Fig 21 Romanesque style motif on a capital embed-
these single depth buildings were re-faced in therGian pe- | dedinto the wallat Saint Leonard’s Parish Church.
riod.

2.3.8 With regard to industrial archaeology, siksmwvoven by
hand on looms housed in cottages or 'garretsypikdl garret
was of three storeys and three bays with livingbagoodation
to the ground and first floors and an open plasédioor
containing three or four looms. A silk weaversagée adjacent
to Long Street Methodist Church has a similar plre build-
ing also has Yorkshire Lights to the front facableat is a long
window with a horizontal sliding sash and small déw panes.
There are several examples of three storey Geohgiases
having a polite front elevation yet, to the reawide window
opening on the top floor indicating a loom shop.

2.3.9 The conservation area also contains a rowdsaocot-
tages on Sadler Street with cellar loom shops.s&heere spe-
cifically designed for cotton weaving which requir@ damp
atmosphere.

2.3.10 The factory at Spring Gardens, to the nofthe conser-
vation area, is a good example of a multi-phagensill. The
fenestration in some of the later phases is althestull height
of the storey, which often indicates the use ofJthequard
Loom, which required extra height for its mechani3ime Jac-
quard Loom was an early C18th French innovatioriclvbsed
punched cards to orchestrate the pattern of thk.cldie use of
this in mills in Middleton indicates a willingnets keep up
with the technology of the day and also shows hdvaaced
the locality was in silk production. Other builgsin the im-
mediate vicinity including the property on the mavrtriangula
piece of land between Spring Gardens and Long tStiag
have also have had silk throwing and/or weavingsagriginal
function.

Fig 22. Carved stone heads originally from the corbel
table of Saint Leonard’s Parish Church

Fig 23. Yorkshire Light at former silk weaving
workshop on Long Street.
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Fig 24. Overlay of Hugh Oldham’s Map of 1767 on an aerial image of the Conservation Area

Hugh Oldham’s 1767 map showing field boundaries overlaid onto a contemporary aerial view. Note the bottle
shaped enclosure to the centre. Also part of the boundary survives to Clarke's Croft (bottom left) in the form of
the Conservative Club bowling green. Oldham’s reference to a ‘bank’ on the west and east elevations of the hill is
also of interest. Further investigation of the topography of the landscape might help in increasing our understanding
of the development of the site. The area which was marked as wooded in 1767 (known as the Warren) still retains a

similar aspect.
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2.4 CHARACTER OF SPACES WITHIN THE AREA

Market Place

2.4.1 The south-eastern boundary of the conservatiea of
Market Place and Lodge Street has an imposing frifiabo-
rian and Edwardian commercial properties whichyfreodis-
tance, form an asymmetrical skyline of chimneys galoles
against a rugged backdrop of the Old Burial Grolhaving
towards Lodge Street, the space opens up and isdted by
the now derelict Providence Congregational Chadpe.
bounded by a strikingly decorative iron fence. ©hé such
survival of this period in the conservation arele Tear is
again dominated by the rising scarp of the Old &@u&round,
which is the highest vantage point in the areamAifee top, the
views are very good, especially towards the e@st.a clear

day the distant hills of Bleaklow and Kinder Scoah be seen.

Another view is to Tandle Hills, a meeting pointire nine-
teenth century for militant workers, including tReterloo
demonstrations of 1819, to which Middleton senigaicant
contingent.

Long Street

2.4.2 The Long Street axis provides a varied anmbspheric
urban mix of the built form with the surroundingases. The
line of shops to the southern most tip of Long &tprovides an
eclectic backdrop, with a vernacular feel enharmethe multi-
ple heights of the buildings and frontages. A Imfesnel effect
is created by the tight formation of propertiesngsup the hill.

Beyond the shop fronts, the street opens out tealdantalising :

glimpses into the gated garden courtyard of LomgebtMeth-
odist Church. The courtyard, an enclosed Arts aradt€gar-
den, has something of a cloistered feel. Oppadsiesancient
walkway of Church Brow is somewhat “aloof from tentem-
porary’ enhanced by the dynamic incline and thenopews
into Jubilee Park. The scene is anchored by thesmg Vic-
torian Middleton Library and Local Studies centviving
northwards past the Old Boars Head (from whichLibeary
took its cue), the area opens further into Julitlaek on the
right and the walled and wooded garden of the Regdtothe

left. Moving south to north, there is a gradualrapg out of the | :

street and a hierarchical journey up Long Streehinng east-
wards at Jubilee Park upwards past the Exedraetouimina-
tion of the Church tower (see fig 27).

Jubilee Park

2.4.3 With the creation of Middleton Borough in 838e coun-
cil wished to demonstrate its enhanced statusripraving the
amenities of Middleton. In 1887, to commemorate €u¥ic-
toria’s Jubilee, a plot of land was purchased efigids below
the Parish Church. The plan was to provide a puabéa for
recreation and to hold within its boundaries a fyeblic li-
brary. According to a report prepared by the Dérakejoy
Partnership, the site was purchased not only foeagion, but
also for preserving the picturesque surrounds of the Parish
Church’ (Lovejoy D, 1998).

21

Fig 25. Long Street looking north, from outside the
Old Boar’s Head.

Fig 27. The Parish Church of Saint Leonard from the
Exedra in Jubilee Park
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Fig 28.The Character Of Spaces Within Middleton

Jubilee Park
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2.4.4 From its original conception, Jubilee Pasdtéfiore had
an important visual and physical relationship wiiite Parish
Church. The layout and form of the park remainaahaind is a
notable example of Victorian landscaping. Furtheenthe
addition of the Staircase and Exedra by Edgar Vébehgth-
ened the relationship between Park and Churchrdating a
channelled vista towards the Church tower.

2.4.5 Although overgrown in places with self seesigecimens, &
trees make an important contribution to the charaantd ap-
pearance of the area. There are approximately ywekffierent
tree species in the park, the majority surroundiegStaircase
and Exedra and the banking that leads to the mortt@uindary

of New Lane. ' :
A LY

The Parish Church of Saint Leonard , .
2.4.6 The Church is the focal point and dominaatuiee of the < L
conservation area. It is respected and protectets dillside
location by a large buffer of open space to aksjdncluding
the open and somewhat windswept Old Burial Grouihe. key
landmark whilst moving through the conservatioraaatevery
level is the Church’s wooden bell tower. The chugclisted
Grade | and considered by many to be the finesieuatl
church in South Lancashire. It is the jewel in ¢hewn.

New Lane

2.4.7 To the north of Jubilee Park, New Lane hpleasant mix
of Georgian and mid-Victorian properties which poava soft
red bricked backdrop and, with Saint Leonard’s $ejuallow a
natural transition from the Church into the restddrarea.

Long Street (north of New Lane) and Rochdale Road
2.4.8 Further along Long Street, from the New Lproperties =
northwards, the pattern of building gradually beesress Ii
dense and intersected with spaces consisting degaareas,
side lanes and parking spaces for commercial coacéhe
mix of commercial and private properties is suipgy consis-
tent and complimentary. Wellen's Undertakers is@dgexam-
ple of this harmonious integration.

2.4.9 To the west, and opposite Spring Gardense thea de-
lightful mix of residential properties (see fig 3Red stock erties along Rochdale Road. Here terraces with a
brick with slated roofs of similar heights provideinifying Venetian Gothic style.

composition to a group facade which has variedieaciural
styles. Vistas between the groupings show operesgaslong-
ing to the local school which contributes to thbigian feel.

Fig 31. There is a delightful mix of residential prop-

Buildings by Edgar Wood

2.4.10 This mix is continued beyond the Clewortla&o
Cheapside axis with larger residential propertesuding
houses designed by Edgar Wood (see fig 32). TgaiE
Wood designs cover his whole career and form orteeobest
single architect groupings in the country. Theykena major
contribution to the character and special inteoéthhe Conser-
vation Area.

Fig 32.The mix is continued beyond Cleworth Road

with larger residential properties including houses
designed by Edgar Wood (Redcroft and Fencegate).
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3.1 PREVAILING OR FORMER USES

3.1.2 Middleton Town Centre Conservation Area hdsessed -

a general transition from pastoral farming (andyelt based
upon the medieval feudal system), to a largelydestial area
with durable public amenities such as Jubilee PHnk. park
was formerly open fields and the immediate areacaljt to
New Lane had been used as gardens and allotmertsefpeo-
ple who owned the properties. The land was purches&887
by the newly created Borough Council in order towast the
site into a public park beside the newly erectedlipdibrary.

3.1.3 Spring Gardens to the north east is a sitehwas come
under industrial influence and a factory still rénsaalthough it
is currently has mixed use. The northernmost sectidghe fac-
tory is of Georgian origin and includes a modiffexise. This
original silk weaving factory was established ilD&§see fig
33).

3.1.4 Of the three churches in the conservatioa, dveo are
still functioning as places of worship. Providei@engrega-
tional Church is now unoccupied. The longest ptev@ause is
Saint Leonard’s church which has been an ecclesahsite for
over 900 years. The church has grown organicatiyuthout
the period with several distinct phases being reisadple in its
internal and external fabric. The latest major addiwas a ro-
bust choir practice room by George Pace in thetmahtieth
century. The bluff adjacent to the Church witnesstithe end
of the eighteenth century a transition from an peed enclo-
sure and Warren to a considerable Victorian pagiskeyard
(now known as the Old Burial Ground).

3.1.5 The Rectory grounds to the west and oppasitgain the
medieval rectory (now a private house) and a netorg, also
by George Pace, so that the area still retairariggnal function
and shape.

3.1.6 Another building with a long continuous usé¢he Old
Boar's Head (see fig. 35), which has been sensranann
since the sixteenth century. The Sessions Roomea3eor-
gian extension to the public house, was used ®Ciburts for
the northern part of the Salford Hundred and wees le-
nowned for organised pugilistic events. The RinBells Pub-
lic House, in Saint Leonard’s Square, is a mucéradt building
of historical interest. It was the meeting placethe Middle-
ton Botanical Society founded in the mid nineteerghtury.
Some of the walls to the interior still have botahidecora-
tions, drawings and references on the wallpaper.

3.1.7 The growth of weaving created an increageirpose-
built workshops of two distinct types. Firstly tleosith rows of
windows to the eaves and secondly those with celak-
shops. Some of these Georgian properties stiliweiand con-
tribute to the eclectic vernacular appearance@giiea. Sadler
Street (see fig. 36) has good examples of therdgftee of
workshop. These properties are often occupied bynoercial
concerns although some are unoccupied. Georgiaseb@lso
survive at the bottom of New Lane.
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Fig 33. Silk Weaving factory at Spring Gardens in the
north of the conservation area.

Fig 34. Vestry by George Pace (mid C20th) at Saint
Leonard’s Parish Church.

7 S
ST

Fig 35. Old Boar’s Head and Session’s Room (far
right) Long Street.

Fig 36. Cellar workshops at Sadler Street.




3.2 ARCHITECTURAL AND HISTORIC QUALITIES OF
THE BUILDINGS

3.2.1 Middleton Town Centre Conservation Area esbéd by a
unique and varied cluster of significant buildingisere are few
places in the north-west that can boast the Rongaeesith the
timber framed, the Neo-Classical with the Venetathic and
the Tudor with the Modern movement. There are fewns that
can combine this with a remarkable pedigree of Arig Crafts
buildings by an architect of the stature of Edgayod/

The Parish Church of Saint Leonard
3.2.2 Within the Grade | listed Parish Church @0 there are
a number of styles represented including:-

« twelfth century Romanesque,

« thirteenth century Early English Gothic,

- fifteenth century Perpendicular Gothic,

+ sixteenth century Tudor Gothic,

« twentieth century Arts and Crafts,

« twentieth century Modern Movement.

3.2.3 The church takes the provincial form of sisguat tower
with low elongated nave and chancel. It is builhe&vy set
sandstone blocks which firmly anchors it to thetspal pro-
vides the visual fulcrum to the whole of the conaéipn area.
Remains of the Norman stonework can be seen itother
arch which has been re-set to provide a pointed dirbas scal-
loped capitals and curious rams heads carved doetbes. The
Priests door dates from the thirteenth century. ifripressive
oak Rood screen is fifteenth century and has herd&blo pan-
els. The church was refurbished in the early fifteecentury by
Cardinal Langley a native of Middleton who becanmael-
lor of England. It gained much of today’s appeaeaincl1524
after it had significant additions by Sir Richardsheton as a
thanksgiving for the victory at the Battle of Fl@afd The six-
teenth century Flodden window (see fig. 38) isdluest war
memorial in England. It holds the names and fat@scontin-
gent of archers who fought at the battle.

The Old Rectory

3.2.4 The Grade Il listed moated timber-framed Bgcfsee
fig. 39) originally was an open hall and datesh® ¢arly six-
teenth century. It was faced and partly rebuibiick in the

Fig 37. Saint Leonard’s Parish Church and South
Porch.

Fig 38. The C16th Flodden Window in the Chancel
of Saint Leonard’s Parish Church.

mid nineteenth century and altered in 1965. Mudhe timber &=

framed structure survives encased in brick. Otien the sur-
viving western arm of the moat, the principal feasuof interest
are inside, where a considerable portion of theeckiudded
timber framing survives on a brick plinth beliewede of
c1520. A principal frame at the north of the oragihall rises
two storeys. One of the studs to the framing baararved col-
onnette and the the beams to the inserted floar Hezavily
moulded beams, cross beams and joists. The enthaficend
dining room are panelled in sixteenth century lifed panel-
ling with a briar frieze.
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Fig 39. The Grade II listed Old Rectory. Much of the
original timber framed structure survives encased in

brick.




Old Boars Head Public House ‘
3.2.5 The Grade II* Listed Old Boars Head Publicb®is a :
substantial timber-framed building of the seventieeentury.

It has a broad and squat form, influenced by tleyaset stone
slates to the roof, and consequently providessalsnchor at
the corner of Durnford Street and Long Streetak imfluenced
other buildings in the vicinity including the Viaian public
Library and Local Studies centre opposite whichlbeen built
in a Tudor Gothic style. The building was proballyit as two
houses and later converted to an inn. Originalreé@it decora-
tive timber panelling in the first bay survivesiside, the timber,
framed structure is largely intact and consistscpfare panels,
diagonal braces to the principle posts, and dia@oheaced tie
beam roof trusses with wind bracing between theses and
purlins. There are also chamfered floor beams ogge stops !
and a staircase with deep handrail on turned bakisthe
newel has a bold acorn finial. The name of the ridinates
from the crest of the Assheton family.

3.2.6 Perhaps one of the most underestimated Geobgiild-
ings is that attached to the Old Boars Head puidicse. Called
the Sessions Room, it boasts a provincial stylbbGi or
‘Venetian’ window (see fig. 40). Here, is a northexample of
a provincial interpretation of the mid-eighteenémiury polite
Neo-Classical style. Fig 40. The Venetian Window at the Old Boar’s
Head.

Parish School

3.2.7 The Grade Il Listed former Parish School (romursery -
see fig 41) was built in 1842 on Long Street asrssequence
of the School Sites Act. It continues the Elizabetarchitec-
tural vocabulary of the Middletons Grammar Sclardd, in the
chimneys, Stubley Hall near Littleborough. It viritiated by
Richard Durnford who became Bishop of Chichestemain-
tains the scale of surrounding buildings and imteof material
complements the vernacular tradition of stone stinges in the  §
area. Set back and situated at a higher levelshemounding
properties, the former school provides an imposmgnter bal-
ance to the Arts and Crafts Long Street MethodisirCh,
which lies opposite.

Fig 41. Grade II listed Parish School built in 1842,

Providence Congregational Chapel Long Stret.

3.2.8 Another Grade Il listed building is the Pdmmce Con-
gregational Chapel (see fig 42) on Market Placeals built
between 1859 and 1860 in Flemish bond brickwork pitly-
chromatic pattern to the pediment and ashlar drgssit has a
large duo-pitch slated roof. The gable is by far most attrac-
tive feature with projecting plinth, first floorlsband, rusti-
cated quoins and paired entrance. The pedimenbisiad with S5
a central oculus with mouchette tracery and araleesqgrround. ==
The interior has a sweeping panelled gallery supparn cast
iron columns.

Long Street Methodist Church and School :
3.2.9 Long Street Methodist Church (see fig 43)issed Grade
II* and an Arts and Crafts masterpiece. It wadthnil901 in
an expressive, Art Nouveau influenced style by Edgaod. It
is a remarkable group comprised of a Church, ScBaitlings
and Meeting Rooms all set around a gated courtyaddyar-

Fig 42. Providence Congregational Chapel built be-
tween 1859 and 1860, Market Place.
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den. The Long Street elevation steps back fronsitiog front-
ages to provide extra width to the front paving] arhierarchy
appropriate for such a grouping. Here the cluttateeetscape
pauses for breath as the red brick Gothic gablertes all
with its unique curvilinear tracery. The Churclelfhouses a
most dramatic interior, comprising an aisled nave eéhancel
oversailed by a magnificent hammer beam and sdssaed
roof trusses.

Other Edgar Wood designed buildings

3.2.10 The Arts and Crafts vocabulary is continueother Ed-
gar Wood domestic, public and commercial buildimgthe
conservation area. On Market Place there is thealyfacade of
the former Manchester and Salford Bank (Listed @rad see
fig 44) in a buff coloured terracotta with a clég roof. The Fig 43. Grade II* listed Long Street Methodist
emphasis here, is on the vertical with the imposidge chim- | Churchand School, by Edgar Wood 1901, Long
neys contributing to the grand scale of buildinigma this ele- | Street:

vation. The interior continues the exterior lyricalality, and
many features pre-figure the Art Nouveau movement.

3.2.11 In Jubilee Park is the monumental StaireaseExedra
(Listed Grade Il). It is noted in the List Descript as having
‘The quality of materials, planning, design and tsafan-
ship..of the highest standard. The steps lead tipe@hurch
and are on the axis of the tower, adding dramdfieat to the
view from Long Street to the church on top of tiflé Attached
to the north eastern elevation of the Parish Chisrehflat
roofed boiler house and chimney (also by Woodj similar
quality.

. ) ) Fig 44. Grade II former Manchester and Salford
3.2.12 To the northern most tip of the conservaditga is an- | Bank, Market Place, by Edgar Wood.

other cluster of listed Edgar Wood buildings. Tehexlude
No’s 33 and 35, Rochdale Road (Redcroft and Feteegee
fig 25) built in 1895. A striking characteristi€ the front fen-
estration is the asymmetry and horizontal windogl®éng the
Georgian weavers houses. Pevsner stated that'itds-
sciously uneven pair so as to avoid all memorigb@fsemi-
detached.” Redcroft was the home of Edgar Wood ahtut
1916.

3.2.13 In the early twentieth century, Edgar Woqgiistnership
with J. H. Sellers led to an architectural stylattivas the pre-

cursor of the Modern Movement. One such housedrctnser- |
vation area is 36 Mellallieu Street (Listed Graldedee fig 45).
It is noticeable for its modern flat roof and caeterconstruc- : e s
tion combined with traditional materials and matif The ey T he -EE-.I
house provides a neat closure to a row of threeystdictorian  “EESSSEEEEE L bbbl il
dwellings which are built in a spacious free stylat comple-

ments the wooded open aspect of the Rectory groppaissite.

Another such house is Arkholme, 1 Towncroft Avermeegently
included in a small urgently made extension toGbeservation
Area. It was subsequently Listed Grade II.

3.2.14 The English Heritage guide to appraisalesititat par- | Fig 45. Door Detail to 36 Mellallieu Street, by Edgar
ticular attention should be made to key buildinfthe twenti- | Wood.
eth century as they are currently at their mosthexable.
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3.3 CONTRIBUTION OF KEY UNLISTED BUILDINGS

3.3.1 The conservation area has a strong profilséted
buildings evenly spread with a variety of perioepresented.

3.3.2 The Georgian influence in terms of the Hoiltn has LT |
been largely with vernacular buildings. A small renof I I iy e e T ; T i
buildings designed for the cottage industry of viegsurvive. | # I Ll B
They are irregular in form with varied plot widtasd are iden- jg= E—
tifiable by their fenestration, which is predomielgttplaced ' -
directly underneath the eaves and often runs theitth of .-
the building. This type of fenestration survivetat to the rear
of properties on Long Street and Spring Gardenddps the Fig 46. No. 87 Long Street has a rare type of fenes-
best example of this vernacular style is situatethe south tration known as Yorkshire Lights.

side of Long Street Methodist Church (no. 87 Lot@& - see
fig 46). It is of a smaller scale than other buig in the area
and has a rare type of fenestration known as Yaeslghts.
It is the last example of this style to be foundhe conserva-
tion area.

3.3.3 Combining with the greenery of Jubilee papkosite, 1
to 5 New Lane (see fig 44) lend a picturesque ajpea to the
street scene. They were built on the first plotao#l leased by
Lord Suffield. They lie at the southern end ofgngicant line
of Georgian buildings on Long Street. The scalestyle of
these buildings are more in keeping with politehdecture but
still retain a vernacular feel. No's 64, 66 and®@8e been re-
built in the Georgian style in keeping with thersunding ter-
race. The northern most house is also Georgiahdsibeen re-
faced in an Edwardian terracotta.

Fig 47. 1-5 New Lane.

3.3.4 The Public Library and Local Studies censex(fig 48)
situated inside Jubilee Park has an axiomaticioglsttip firstly,
with the physical plan of the park and secondlg,uhderpin-
ning philosophy behind its construction. Recreatiod free
education were important elements behind the pptkisose,
and the Library and Local Studies centre has coatirthis role
since it's inauguration. Built in a Tudor style igabled and
tiled roof, the building is a visual anchor to frerk as a whole.
With its timber-framed stylistic details, it proésl a cross-
reference to the historic Old Boar’s Head oppoditee build-
ing has an important role in providing a draw fepple to
come to the conservation area.

3.3.5 Two public houses in the area have been cuigjee-
facing in past times which now hides earlier stoes. The
Ring O’ Bells Public House is situated in Saint haad's
Square and has been much altered. Stories exigbeihg used
as a meeting point during the English Civil Warstfucture is
certainly shown on Hugh Oldham’s map of 1767. Is\weoba-
bly re-faced under the auspices of Lord Suffielthia 1800’s.
The other public house is the Hare and Hounds oglSireet.
This now has a lively terracotta frontage but e rshows a
Georgian origin. The premises were first licensetl144.
When the road was turnpiked in the 1770’s, stageltes run-
ning from Manchester to Rochdale called there.

Fig 49. Assheton Arms Hotel.
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3.3.6 The Assheton Arms (1808 - see fig 49) asthehern-
most point of Long Street forms a gateway to theseovation “ ™
area. This public house has a long history of s @oaching
inn. The Defiance coach ran from here to Manchesxkedays a
week. Evidence of such transport survives in ticbed en-
trance on Long Street. Opposite is the Middletonsgovative
Club of the Regency period (1830). It is of a motitassical
style with red stock brick and stone Baroque trimysi It was
built as a large family residence.

3.3.7 Also at the bottom of Long Street, therenieelectic but
pleasing grouping of Victorian shop fronts (somey/rave
Georgian origin). The mixed styles, traditional gtimnts and _
brick bonds of the grouping add to the variety ively charac- |,
ter of the area.

3.3.8 A more measured group of terraced housets@pposite
Spring Garden. Here the group is broken up by wiféearchi-
tectural styles. The doorway's are the most stgkeatures
which are of the Venetian Gothic style after thHtuence of
John Ruskin (see fig 31).

3.3.9 The only purpose built industrial buildingtive conserva- |
tion area is Spring Gardens Mill (see fig 33). Tw&s origi-
nally built to spin silk in the first decade of thmeteenth cen-
tury and was producing artificial silk medal riblsomp until the
second world war. Of interest is the evolutionagy@lopment | Fig 50. Samuel Bamford Memorial in the parish
of the building clearly witnessed in the phasinghaf additions | graveyard.

along Spring Gardens. The northern end is the bjues of the
mill. Of Georgian brick to the Spring Gardens etewa, it is P
much lower in height than the rest of the factditye Barrow- ; .
fields elevation has a stuccoed gable with a da#igipedi- Ve .
mented doorway. '

3.3.10 Ten metres from Spring Gardens Mill is a ument to
one of Middleton’s most famous inhabitants, SanBahford.
He was a political reformer and social commentatioo rose to
fame through his memoirs and his subsequent inuodwe with
the Peterloo Massacre of 1819 in Manchester. A miraiso
stands to his memory in the Parish Old Burial Gobwhich is
an important visual anchor to the graveyard angeb(¥). Fig 51. Mellallicu Street.

3.3.11 Also of significance, but possibly the maosisible
structure in the area, is the Old Burial Ground w#iich cir-
cumnavigates most of the promontory and is overik long.
Little is known of the origin of the wall or its pibioning. Fur-
ther investigation might reveal evidence of histdtmoundaries
or earthworks.

3.3.12 There is also a significant grouping of Mietorian
buildings on Mellalieu Street (fig 51). Accordingthe local
historian Margaret Smith, the Mellalieu’s turnedrfr their
original skill of silk weaving with the collapse tfe silk trade
in 1861 and the Victorian Houses on the street Wwaile as a
speculative plot. The houses are imposing exangsliege
nineteenth century Victorian architecture of a fade, and
were intended as spacious homes for the more affiigzen.

Fig 52. White House Hotel, 1893, Edgar Wood. ‘
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3.3.13 The next group of significant properties thse de-
signed by Edgar Wood. At the very north of the aeejacent
Fencegate and Redcroft, is White House Hotel (Ré<39
Rochdale Road - fig 52) built in 1893 as semi-detaicresi-
dences. Across the road a terrace of houses§jiguilt in
1898 bears the Edgar Wood mid-period style. Thesddibgs
have a significant ‘group value.’

3.3.14 Of the modern period, we have the cladgig#lu-
enced former Middleton Building Society next to Methodist

on Mellalieu Street. The former inextricably linkexthe nine-
teenth century with its Baroque credentials; ttitdirmly
grounded in the twentieth century, designed byrahii@ct who
evolved the tradition set out by Edgar Wood andAtie and
Crafts. George Pace was architect to innumerablsedes and
cathedrals. Professor A. Peter Fawcett notes a# Pace
uniquely for architects of the period, successfsthpddled that = *
interface between tradition and modernism in a higfifective g
distillation of both (Pace P, 1990) Pace also designed the wa
memorial, light fittings, Assheton chapel flooriramd the new
Vestry extension to the Parish Church.

Fig 53. Edgar Wood Terrace, Cheapside.

Fig 54. The New Rectory by George Pace.
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3.4 LOCAL DETAILS

3.4.1 There are a number of architectural depaitzuliar to
Middleton.

3.4.2 The timber Bell Tower on the Parish Church feature
rarely seen in the north of England. It was corcséd between
1709 and 1714 by Sir Ralph Assheton to house sixbedls
cast by Abraham Rudhall of Gloucester. The Bell &ohas
become the signature feature of the church enhaguitsivisibil-
ity and passing curiosity.

3.4.3 Church Brow, the steep lane that leads dpet&€hurch
from Long Street, is bounded by large millstoné figigstones
which curve around in front of the Church. Thiseygf wall is
a distinctive feature of parts of east Lancasfitey were
known locally as ‘pigstone’ walls (fig 55) and cfraquently be
seen backed by a hawthorn or privet hedge.

3.4.4 Relatively little ironwork was produced inddieton and
much was lost during the second world war. The icastfence
at Providence Methodist Church (fig 56) is thereforore sig-
nificant. Its form harks back to Elizabethan stwapk, which,
itself, interpreted the classical style. The Ra@&urch gates
have a series of wrought scrolls and leaves aret digcorative
pattern work. They create a reverential punctudtetween the
Church grounds and St Leonard’s Square.

3.4.5 Most of the road surfaces in the conservatiea have
been subject to recent overlaying. One exceptiorbeasfound
at Spring Gardens which has traditional setts (Eshlo its full
length (fig 57).

3.4.6 Spring Gardens Mill has a northern bay coimagia
stucco gable and pedimented doorway. There atwaly few
examples of stucco in the conservation area.

3.4.7 There are a number of ginnels (narrow pas&ags in

the area. Cankey’s Ginnel follows the eastern Hamnof the
burial ground. It cuts deeply into the slope antelieved to be
an early feature. A ginnel paved with stone Jettsis a right
angle to Long Street opposite the Parish School.

3.4.8 There are many buildings in Middleton desibbg Edgar
Wood which span his whole career. This unusudéctibn of
historic buildings requires conserving as a simgigty. In the
conservation area these range from early worksy asdNos.
37-39 Rochdale Road, through to his first buildivith a rein-
forced concrete roof, No. 36 Mellalieu Street. Ehiera fine
terrace at Nos. 34-46 Rochdale Road and a houggddsor
himself, Redcroft. Two public buildings are therfar Wil-
liams and Deacons bank on Market Place and LoregStr
Methodist Church. A common feature of the Arts @mdfts
was to design holistically, including fixtures afittings. Thus
at Long Street Methodist Church he designed thedena@ltar
chairs and lectern, the metal railings and dodufes, the
stained glass and the stonework for the font atgitpu

3.4.9 The Wood buildings are important examplethefArts
and Crafts movement which allow a rare opportutatfollow
the development of a renowned architect at thedtithe nine-
teenth century.

36

Fig 55. Pigstone Boundaries at the top of Church

Brow’

Fig 56. Cast Iron Fence at Providence Methodist
Church.

Fig 58. Letters on the exterior of Edgar Wood’s
Long Street Methodist Church, 1901.




3.5 PREVELANT AND TRADITIONAL BUILDING MA-
TERIALS

3.5.1 The use of building materials often relateperiod and il
hierarchy. The earliest vernacular buildings argrober while — =s8I5
the most significant are of stone. Thus the OldmoHead is ™=l
timber framed and the Parish Church is a soft yeflandstone
guarried at nearby Royton. The pattern set by tinah influ-
enced later examples of monumental form includimrgS$tair-
case and Exedra and the Parish School of 1842la8iynithe
Old Boar's Head influenced the appearance of theolan
Library and Local Studies centre.

3.5.2 In the 1770s, Lord Suffield gave instructiassto the ma-
terials to be used in the construction of buildingshis land:
bricks with slate roofs. These became the mosthommmate- v
rials in the great expansion of the town. Throughbe conser- 4
vation area there is a multiplicity of brick bordsging from T et

stretcher bond through to header bond. The brisksl in the Fig 59 Sandstone quarried from nearby Royton here
Georgian houses on Long Street and New Lane hhaac at Saint Leonard’s south porch.

made quality, which gives them a softer appeartrae the
later machine made bricks of Rochdale Road. Inynkadgar
Wood buildings, common brick was deliberately usedmu-
late hand made brick.

3.5.3 There are five types of roofing materialnstglate and
Welsh blue slate predominate but there is alsotdiayconcrete §
flat roof, and concrete tile. The older buildings/a stone slate |
roofs laid in diminishing courses. With the apeeae of ca-
nals and railways, Welsh blue slate became the comsimon
roofing material, while concrete and clay are otwasly used
for architectural effect.

3.5.4 The area there is a good mix of styles, e¢slamd bonds
used for emphasis or delineation of hierarchy. exineless, the
predominant mix of materials and colours has a‘satural’
characteristic. For example, the browns and goéyise stone
and slate roofs establish the character over tbasoanal red or
orange tiled roof.

Fig 60. Polychromatic brickwork at Providence

Congregational Church.

3.5.5 The Providence Congregational Church (fig@gOMar-
ket Place has polychromatic brickwork. A chequardd=lem-
ish bond has been used to shops at the southarast of

Long Street which provides a magnetic stop in thecpuation
of the streetscape. Brick is also used as the smado the
grave yard. At Spring Gardens Mill there is a $raalount of
stucco work that imitates an ashlar fagade to hergthe status
of the building.

3.5.6 At Long Street Methodist Church there isl&@mscious
use of materials. Edgar Wood used a header beedits61)
to underpin his philosophy of craft and skill anday defer-
ence to the spiritual form of the structure. Isthuilding there
is an alien form of brick bonding in the buttresgte south
elevation. Here Wood has used a form of brick tumgpwhich
is predominant in the East Riding and influencedhgyFlem-
ish form of construction.

Fig 61 Header bond at Long Street Methodist
Church.
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3.5.7 At Redcroft and Fencegate, Wood brought heyet
wider range of materials including limestone, byisinooth
render and iron emphasising the eclecticism oftie and
Crafts style. To the terrace of houses opposéejded tradi-
tional harling (rendering with pea-grit).

3.5.8 Terracotta appears as an occasional desoratterial in
late Victorian and early Edwardian buildings sustvé Long
Street (see fig 62) which has amongst other dé&gerteatures
a terracotta keystone with a musical motif. Thenbtester and
Salford Bank on Market Place was also built in # tasra-
cotta.

3.5.9 Most road surfaces are now tarmac with §p&ardens
being a notable exception. A recent paving schessddid soft
looking concrete setts to Long Street and Rochidaked (fig
63).

Fig 63. Recent paving scheme in the conservation area.
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Fig 62. Terracotta keystone at 76 Long
Street with musical motif.




3.6 GREENERY, WILDLIFE AND OPEN SPACES

bunt form which helps promote a sense of hierarahgt prowdes .
an open aspect in a town surrounded by the renddithe indus- §
trial revolution. The attractive suburban chamofd_ong Street
is as much to do with the many mature trees asti do with the
design of the buildings.

3.6.2 Jubilee Park is the largest cultivated presémthe area
with a formal arrangement of garden beds, levetsates and
features. The trees are mature especially to tstereeboundary
forming a natural boundary to the west end of tweésp church.
The northern boundary has a more informal aspexiwaged
by the shrubs and trees overflowing onto New Lare@mbin-
ing with the small scale Georgian houses to fopteasing pic-
turesque scene.

3.6.3 Opposite the north west boundary is the sedavooded
garden of the rectory which forms a large greeneingtrable

mass in the summer and later in the winter becamesh softer | Fig 4 Open spaces help create a sense of hier-
archy. Here, south of Saint Leonard’s Church.

and porous. The existence of many wells and wateses in this
vicinity makes it a natural habitat for amphibiasswell as
smaller birds such as the goldfinch which prefero@ded envi-
ronment.

3.6.4 The Old Burial Ground (fig 66) takes on detiént and
wilder aspect. The area is overgrown and to sortenexhis has
contributed to healthy biodiversity. Lichen andduare preva-
lent amongst the gravestones. The area cultivaéey msects
and a good bat population. The biodiversity isargliupon the
uncouth nature of the graveyard and this aspectidioe as-
sessed by nature conservationists in any futuresgtar the area.

-.."l

Fig 65. Jubilee Park from Long Street.

Fig 66. Saint Leonard’s Old Burial Ground.
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3.7 BUILDINGS AT RISK AND NEGATIVE AREAS

Providence Chapel and Lodge Street

3.7.1 There are many factors which contribute baoli&ding be-
ing placed at risk, but the most common is whebeikding
over time lose its original function. This is these for the
Grade Il Listed Providence Congregational ChapeglG7).
Until 2003, the chapel was in poor yet intact ctindi Of the
interior the listing (1987) notes:

‘Interior: virtually complete with the panelled gatly parapet
sweeping round at each end supported on cast-iodummns.
The box pews follow a similar curve in the gallédygan
chamber in arched recess occupying north galletyirizba tall
panelled pulpit approached by opposed steps wisitrican
railings. Many interesting features survive incloglithe origi-
nal hymn number board, the ptasceiling and cornice, early
C20 light fittings and leaded glass'

3.7.2 Much of this has been destroyed by fire dewmgress
caused by the theft of slates to the roof. Dryhest taken hold
to much of the timberwork at the north end. Ituspsising how
quickly this building has deteriorated. The reViwhthe build-
ing could provide the spark for the regeneratioMafket Place
and Lodge Street itself, which makes a negativéritarion to
the conservation area and has a dilapidated aspect.

3.7.3 There is a curious grouping of small scaiekivuilt in-
dustrial buildings which are possibly Georgian ilgim and lie
on a site which has a structure noted in Hugh Otdha 767
map of Middleton. They are in a poor state of nepad com-
bined with the rest of the Lodge Street environntaké on a
Dickensian feel. Again along Market Place and Leo8geet
there are a few businesses occupying the late Nactghop
buildings. The former Police Station is only paxbcupied.
The buildings and the immediate environment is jjoar state
of repair.

Jubilee Park

3.7.4 Although Jubilee Park makes a positive cbation to the
conservation area there are some aspects of isntstate,
which pose a threat to Edgar Wood's Staircase aadr&. The
overlying intention behind the design of the Stase was to
lead the eye towards the Church tower and cres¢mse and
feeling of hierarchy. This reverence is reducedhgylack of
measured control of trees and the introductioruoffred plat-
forms for visible displays of flowers which blocktathis view
(fig 68). Subsequently, the exedra has a redudecaral its
current condition, full of graffiti and broken gisunderlines
this fact. Park fixtures and fittings are also lmgkworn and
many have been vandalized.

Conservative Club

3.7.5 A similar isolating effect has been creatéti regards to

the Conservative Club. The building remains in gooddition

but its surroundings have changed and the encraauthohthe

1960's shop fronts and associated fencing to tre &f Long

Street detracts from the whole and clutters theettcape. Sub-
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Fig 68. Jubilee Park from Long Street.

Fig 69. Conservative Club, set back and isolated
from the street scene.




sequently a historic and well proportioned buildivegs become
isolated from the street scene (fig 69).

Old Burial Ground

3.7.6 Stagnation of use has affected the largest epace of
the conservation area — the old Burial Ground {6y There
are some worthy gravestones outlining the fadsfasttions in
architecture over the last 150 years. Many of theenn a poor
and dangerous condition from lack of maintenante grid
pattern of pathways so evident in the OS plan islpaisible
due to overgrowth. There is a threat to one of Néigith's most
isolated monuments: the Samuel Bamford Memoria¢ Mie-
morial has been recently cleaned but is constanthject to
graffiti and vandalism. Without a systematic apjgigahe
monument is set to deteriorate once again. A Regeéar
Scheme prepared by the Derek Lovejoy PartnersHj998
covering the Old Burial Ground and Jubilee Parkrested that
£1.7m would be needed to restore the area.

3.7.7 The wall surrounding the Old Burial Grouneis impor-
tant structure in terms of its length and positigpiyet it is al-
most invisible in its presence due to its cohefiven, colour-
ing and brick construction. Only when one come®sga poor
attempt to repair a section of the wall is one reted of its
presence by the imposition of different sized ksjdbright or-
ange colours and inappropriate bonds. This isqadatily so
along the section of wall facing Lodge Street.

Sadler Street and Market Place

3.7.8 Part of the southern boundary of the conservarea
skirts along Sadler Street where a grouping ofdvian build-
ings (no's 10 and 6) are in a poor condition. Thspect has
been isolated by the encroachment of twentiethucgtuild-
ings and the negative atmosphere created by thsiped and
inappropriately placed roundabout which cuts Lotrg@& in
half. With the imposition of the roundabout thetaral focus of
the town was damaged. It lies on top of the tridengMarket
Place which was adjacent the gates of Middletolh Hatil
recently markets and fairs were held here, andedylimix of
commercial properties with various trades thrivEide proper-
ties along Sadler street have been cauterizedtii@anscene
and subsequently have lost their original commeéneipetus.
Adjacent, shops at no's 81, 85 and 87 Long Stndeth are
Georgian in origin are currently redundant and shgva weary
frontage. The former Manchester and Salford Bankdgar
Wood is also along the isolated boundary facing tled-
about. Key issues with regards to this buildifgteeto it's rare
terracotta facade which has lost its original @a@nd is now
suffering from wear and tear.

Long Street
3.7.9 One area of recent regeneration successtiseén New | Fig 72. No. 60 Long Street. Blocked windows cre-
Lane and King Street. It has one final obstaclevercome, ate a sense of permanence.

that of No. 60 (fig 69) which has only the frorgegurviving.
The windows have been blocked up which createssesef
permanence to its derelict state and affects ttentesuccesses
in regeneration in this area. Opposite, the remof/&ees to the
area occupied by No. 117 has removed a much nesediesh-
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ing of the street in this area and revealed a stae& of hard
standing. Edgar Wood's grade II* Long Street Metkbd
Church is also under threat with its long term msgoubt due
to diminishing congregation and lack of capital foportant
urgent repairs required for the fabric. Buildingghe Church’s
immediate locality also detract due to their pdatesof repair.
A pair of Victorian buildings at 101 and 103 Lo8geet are
substantial stock, but have been boarded up foedone and
are suffering from regular acts of vandalism. Torerfer Mid-
dleton Building Society has suffered from inapprafer instal-
lation of UPVC windows which are not concurrenttwiss im-
posing facade and the character of the localitscat to the
Methodist Church.

Spring Gardens and White House Hotel

3.7.10 The Spring Gardens area to the north hasnder of
surviving Georgian structures including Spring @&ars Mill.
Nevertheless, the area is affected by eclectiddiges and
poorly maintained buildings and subsequently ikiotred and
spent. Just north-west of this area lies the gafupdgar Wood
buildings which raise the profile, but have suftefieom inap-
propriate changes to the shop frontage . The geseeae is
affected by stark atmosphere of Spring GardensEdgar
Wood designed property known as the White Housel-off-
fers from settlement and lack of use.lts futureigssmpro-
mised by the derelict and overgrown garden andéo&ome
of the properties on the peninsula between Spriaugiéhs and
Rochdale Road are in a poor state of repair withesof the
yards to the rear taking on a derelict appeararoe.mill itself
also contributes to the tired appearance of the. diest to the
rear of the mill a landscaped memorial to Samuehf®ad, on
the spot of his birthplace has been vandalizednasdan iso-
lated and derelict feel

Fig 73. The White House Hotel by Edgar Wood is
suffering from lack of maintenance and subsidence.

Fig 74 Rear of building at Spring Gardens.

Fig 75 Properties at the bottom of Long Street leading onto the traffic island
have been cauterized from the commercial heart of Middleton which is be-

yond the traffic island to the south.
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3.8 NEUTRAL AREAS

3.8.1 There are some areas, which neither enhamatetract from
the character or appearance of the conservatien @hese areas in-
clude the Saint John’s Ambulance headquarters ag Street adja-
cent to the Old Boar’s Head public House. The limgds of a
wooden clapboard construction, which is not a attarsstic of the
area, but it does not detract from its grade tetisneighbour, due to

its own innate charm. Adjacent to the headquarietbe Health Cen- :

tre car park, which is softened by its enclosurshoybs and trees
from the Rectory area.

3.8.2 Closer to the Church a plain terrace of \fieaftohouses on New
Lane and the modern flats at Saint Leonard’s Scfoane the function
of enclosing the northern boundary of the Churct their plain ap-
pearance does not detract from the spatial chaistate which they
contribute to. The bland appearance of the opecespdjacent to
Clarke Brow and opposite the Church is compendatelly creating
a gap between the Church and the terraced houdjageat to Clarke
Brow

Fig 77 The unusual characteristic of wooden cladding at the Saint John’s Am-

bulance Headquarters is offset by its vernacular charm and softened by the
landscaping to the front.
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Fig 76. The open space adjacent to the Church look-
ing across to the Ring ‘O’ Bells pub.
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4. PROPOSED EXTENSIONS

Proposed Extensions (from top left clockwise): Extension 1: Crown Inn, Extension 2: Old Grammar School, Extension 4:
Durnford Street Terraced Houses, Extension 3: Middleton Gardens.
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4.1 EXTENSION 1—ROCHDALE ROAD TO
HOLLINS LANE

4.1.1 LOCATION AND SETTING

This area is a natural extension along the axisoofy Street
which turns into Rochdale Road to the north. Therary
extends part way up Hollins Lane (which follows time of an
ancient ‘hollow way’) to skirt the boundary of Mikkton
Cricket Club and then return to Rochdale Road aa/icroft
Avenue which incorporates an important groupinganfly
twentieth century suburban houses including Arkle(mo. 1
Towncroft) built by Edgar WoodAdditionally, a short
extension has been made behind Spring Gardensltme
Rose Mill which was a former silk mill and remaingact.

4.1.2 HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT

The area is dominated by the intersection betwesdhnd Lane
and Rochdale Road. The map of 1839, shows anagmett
with a small grouping of buildings around the jtioc and
along the east side of Rochdale Road. One of tiiesa
surviving buildings is that of the Crown Inn publiouse which
is late Georgian. The White Hart public house atlibttom of
Hollin’s lane has an eighteenth century date stdng,has been | Fig 79 Original door, window details and roof
much rebuilt in the twentieth century. Developmiémbughout | coverings survive to the Crown Inn public
the first half of the nineteenth century is piecamtil the house

introduction of a cricket and football field (latier become
Middleton Cricket Club) in the late nineteenth e
reflecting the evolution of the late Victorian s@iamodel,
intended to improve the health of the working pagioh by the
provision of leisure amenities. The early twentietimtury
witnessed the development of land to the southetticket
club known as Towncroft Avenue. Along Towncroft Awe
throughout the first half of the twentieth centligs been built
a series of detached and semi-detached housed) afeof a
significantly higher quality than other streetshe area in
terms of plan form, design, and gardens.

4.1.3 ARCHAEOLOGICAL SIGNIFICANCE

The original route which takes the line of Hollil’ane has _ R
been described as a road with high banked sidemsimform Fig 80 Yorkshire Lights at the rear of the Crown Inn
to a ‘hollow road’. Raised banks are evident tolibendary of  public Housc.

the Middleton Cricket Club along Hollins Lane. Aetbottom

of Hollin’s Lane there is potential for the existerof an earlier

structure at no’s ? Rochdale Road. Here the falgagdeen

upgraded over a period of time, the potential fookler

interior is betrayed by their squat form with soasgmmetrical

details such as the fenestration. Adjacent, the&\Hwart public

house has been much re-built but holds a datestoh&uture

investigation to the interior (especially the rdaibers) might

reveal parts of the original structure. Most of tlddings on

the eastern side of Rochdale Road lead back omt¢owidich

was once known as Barrowfields which has connatatad a

Saxon Burial place. Original door, window detaifgl aoof
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coverings survive to the Crown Inn public house alsd to the
Edgar Wood properties along the Rochdale Road and

Towncroft AvenueAlso, original fenestration survives to Roseg.

Mill at Spring Gardens. The fenestration is widd &kes up

much of the height of the first floor. This may icate that Jac-

guard looms were once used here.
4.1.4 CHARACTER OF SPACES WITHIN THE AREA

Area 1 extends the current axis of Long Street Rinohdale

Road which is a characteristic street frontage [apd by a
mix of semi-detached and terraced houses datimg fro

Fig 81. Middleton Cricket Club.

Victorian and Edwardian times. The only pause endintax of
brick facades along the road is the white rend&eade of the
Crown Inn public house and the stylistic exuberasfatie no’s
5? And 5? By Edgar Wood. The atmosphere takesdifieaent
aspect along Towncroft Avenue where the vista op@n®
include the grounds of Middleton Cricket Cl{abe fig 81).
Opposite the well proportioned and appointed detached and

semi-detached houses with generous plots enhaeciburban

feel and have a permeability created by generaesi fiont
and rear gardens which have a mix of mature srantgrees.

4.1.5 PREVAILING OR FORMER USES

The intersection of two historic roads (betweeniRiade Road
and Hollins Lane) has meant that buildings withritle of
meeting the travellers needs have developed wiliisnarea.
The White Hart (much re-built) and the Crown Ine ar
significant buildings originating in the late eightth century
and early nineteenth century which have retainedmad their
former use as roadside hostelries. The crickefaotthall
amenity listed in the 1893 OS map has retainegsgsas
Middleton Cricket Club. This open space has iruts
influenced the measured development of suburbasdsoalong
Towncroft Avenue.

4.1.6 ARCHITECTURAL AND HISTORIC QUALITITES
OF THE BUILDINGS

Numbers 55 - 57 Rochdale Roge fig 82) are grade Il listed
by the architect Edgar Wood and they have the tactfs
signature architectural feature in the raised brad/chamfered
mullion windows. The roof is covered in traditiorsabne slates
which contributes to the earthy and weighted contjposand
raises the architectural standing of the area.

4.1.7 CONTRIBUTION OF KEY UNLISTED BUILDINGS

There are two buildings within Extension 1 which aorthy of
listing namely the Crown Inn public hougesee fig 83) and
Arkholme (now listed, fig 85). The Crown Inn hagrsficance as
group value. It is an excellent example of a caachn with
associated accommodation, rear courtyard andamdilildings.
The Crown Inn and linking accommodation spans & bath the
inn taking up three of the bays. The latter isedéhtiated from the
buff brick of the residential block by a white reneld facade with
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Fig 82. Grade Il listed no’s 51 And 53 Rochdale
Road by Edgar Wood have some traditional build-
ing materials including stone slate roof.

Fig 83. The Crown Inn Public House and adjoining
properties. The pub was first licensed in 1830.

Fig 84. White Hart Public House Rochdale Road.




stucco quoins. The attached residences, whichwsegtto house
employees of the local brewery, have some survisiogs paned
sash windows to the front. Interestingly, the emdace door décor
has been adorned with a traditional classical sndavith plain
entablature. Set against the monolithic surrouftisecadjacent
properties this combination is telling of the hietsy of occupancy
for which the properties were originally built. lReds show that
the Crown Inn was first licensed in 1830 and wees lextended
into one of the neighbouring terraces to increaseapacity. Closer
inspection of the linking properties to the Crown feveal's a
series of Yorkshire Lights (including some origi@orgian glass) Fig 85. Arkholme, Towncroft Avenue, built C 1908
indicating perhaps a probable use as a weaverstagpn by Edgar Wood.

Arkholme was built by Edgar Wood, probably in 1908hn
Archer in the Lancashire and Cheshire Antiquariacie®y booklet b
‘Edgar Wood (1860-1935) A Manchester Art Nouveachiect”
(vol 73-4 1963-4) notes thathe house is of moderate size and i
notable for an exceptionally large window, framedimber and
load bearing. He also notes that Arkholme was built for the
photographer Charles Jackson, the brother of Waaeted the
artist Fred. W. Jackson. Arkholme is also complasgthy a
number of derivatives of this Arts and Crafts safteng the full
length of Towncroft Avenue.The building recently became vacal
and the Council responded by extending the Cortsemarea Fig 86. Building adjacent to the cricket pavilion at

slightly to include it. Middleton Cricket Club.

Further north on Rochdale Road, and outside th@opsul exten-
sion, lies The Black Bull P.H. and three terraddsoases opposite
believed to be early designs by Edgar Wood. [fied; there may
be a case for extending the Conservation Areactode these or
possibly have a small detached area. The Bladknay also be
worthy of listing.

Opposite the properties along Towncroft Avenue\siticin the

grounds of the Cricket Club; adjacent to the cunpewilion, is a
small single storied brick building (with open @isito the rear)
which has been built in a hard working Accringt@ader bond
(like that of Long Street Methodist Church), and twio curious
stone projections to the front elevation much thecorbels of Fig 87. Rose Mill, former silk mill.
Long Street Methodist Church.

To the east of Spring Gardens is Rose Mill (see8igand 88)
which is a former silk mill. Of two storey squatrn with and L
shaped plan, the southern most fagade has largewsto allow
light into the building for the adequate operatibthe looms. Fur- il
ther investigation of the building might throw mdight upon the ! b
silk manufacturing processes which were takingeleere. The #
surrounding locality of Barrowfields was a strongdl point for =1

silk workshops. = : !-:

Fig 88. Large wide fenestration characteristic of a

Silk Mill.
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4.1.8 LOCAL DETAILS

A ginnel exists to the side of the residential botdi attached to
the Crown InnStone Slate is a feature at the Edgar Wood
building’s on Rochdale Road.

4.1.9 PREVALENT AND TRADITIONAL BUILDING MA-
TERIALS

As noted above traditional stone slated roofs serin areas 1
and 2 namely the Edgar Wood semi —detached house on
Rochdale Road

4.1.10 GREENERY, WILDLIFE AND OPEN SPACES

Middleton Cricket Clulf see fig 89) in area 1 consists of the
large circular tended cricket field and pitch wathine of
mature trees intersecting the boundary betweenltitreand
Hollin’s Lane. The areas to the west and soutlheffield are
cushioned by open spaces used for parking and degsativities
including car boot sales. There is a suburban gyneetween
the large open space of the cricket club and thected and
semi-detached properties of Towncroft Avenue whtkirtlarge
plots to front and rear.

4.1.11 BUILDINGS AT RISK AND NEGATIVE AREAS

As already noted earlier, the Crown Inn Public Housee fig
90) has a group significance in that it is a raréection of
coaching inn with residential properties attacluedirtyard and
ancillary buildings. Part of the northern boundalso
incorporates a ginnel. Whilst the property is ith fise and there
is no foreseeable risk to its future there has Iseeme erosion
of its character with the inappropriate refurbishinaf the roof
which has been covered over in a Hessian coating.

The Edgar Wood property at no 1 Towncroft Avenue
(Arkholme) should be considered for listing takintp account
the quality of the design, the increasing imporéaotEdgar
Wood as an architect, and its anchor point locadicthe head
of Towncroft Avenue. All original external featurssll survive
whilst the condition of the interior is not know®ome of the
window detailing is showing signs of wear and tear.

4.1.12 PROBLEMS PRESSURES AND THE CAPACITY
FOR CHANGE

Similar pressures apply to all of the proposedresitans to the

conservation area including the erosion of keyilteta the
built form.
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Fig 89. The large circular tended field and grounds
of the Middleton Cricket Club.

Fig 90. Properties adjacent to the Crown Inn public
house with some  original roofing material covered
in Hessian and bitumen compound.




4.2 EXTENSION 2 — OLD GRAMMAR
SCHOOL TO LODGE MILL

4.2.1 LOCATION AND SETTING

The area wraps around the eastern side of thetetb@hurch
yard and cemetery. It encompasses the Elizabetlth@G@m-
mar School (1589) to the north and the Lodge Mill &rook-
side Mill complex to the south. It follows the dirof Whit
Brook and includes Twenty Four Steps, a dramagbflof
steps made famous in a painting by L.S. Lowry.

4.2.2 HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT

Whit Brook can be seen in the earliest maps of Mida (e.g.
Hugh Oldham’s 1767 Map) skirting the sixteenth aenOld
Grammar School and feeding the River Irk and thdiewval
mill pond (now occupied by the Middleton Gardeng#®)y. The
recently restored Old Grammar School is listed @&rd&tand
one of the most important buildings of the towh.was built in
Elizabethan times by the Nowell Brothers. The becdhwere
educated at the Parish Church in a school set Wabginal
Langley, Bishop of Durham in 1412. One of the beos,
Alexander became the Dean of Saint Paul's, Lonchoihdarring
the latter years of his life he received an endomtroé£20 per
year as patronage from Queen Elizabeth | towambtiiding
of a new school in Middleton. In the nineteenthtoey, Edgar
Wood was educated here.

The nineteenth century witnessed the dramatic d¢raivthe
cotton industry, primarily spinning. Lodge Mill aftookside
Mill are situated at the confluence of Whit Brooildahe River
Irk. Lodge Mill is a spinning mill while Brooksidelill is a
more unusual (for these parts) a weaving shedy fiake the

best group of early cotton mills in the town andhptement the

nearby listed Edwardian Warwick Mill. Their inclaa in the
conservation area would allow a fundamental phaséidle-
ton’s history to be represented and a comparistimtive build-
ings of the parallel silk industry to be made.

The Twenty Four Steps were built in 1851 when a reau

was built between Market Place and Boarshaw torantmdate |

changes in level. Owing to the well known paintingL.S.
Lowry, they are also referred to as the “Lowry StepPictured
at the top of the steps was a Methodist churchtwhés now
been demolished and a purpose of the conservagarveould
be the restoration of the picturesque qualitiethefsite.

4.2.3 ARCHAEOLOGICAL SIGNIFICANCE

The map survey of 1767 by Hugh Oldham shows tha Whi

Brook well populated with what are possibly smallifg mills
each with its own looping tail race. In anotheB@isurvey, a
Hamer’s House is notedvhere the ancient corn-mill stobd

The Old Grammar School houses a sixteenth cetitooygh
purlin roof and has good quality chamfered mullimendows
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Fig 91. The imposing Tudor entrance to the Old
Grammar School.

Fig 93. Twenty Four Steps, made famous by L. S
Lowry.




and other contemporary features.

There is a significant survival of original featsite Lodge Mill
and Brookside Mill, including much of the plan farfanestra-
tion and iron column supports. An engine housectvinay

have been added to the mill at a later date, alsgves. These -

buildings warrant an archaeological study.
4.2.4 CHARACTER OF SPACES WITHIN THE AREA

Boarshaw Road and Morton Street run north-soutallghto,
and confined by, the Brook to the east and thepstkxpes of
the cemetery and church yard to the west. Wittptireipal
exception of the old school and the mills, mostdings are
arranged towards these two roads which set thexcteirand
orientation of the area.

Boarshaw Road and north Morton Street, set a hitlger, is
characterized by terraced houses and other nirthteentury
buildings creating linear views with the Brook ajwanearby.
Boarshaw Road has important junctions with ClarkenB to
the north, John Lee Fold, midway, and Morton Staeet Mar-
ket Street to the south. The last two are in de¢dwnscape
and environmental enhancement. The junction tok€IBrow
is defined to the west by nineteenth century andemorows of
houses overlooking the junction and the rear ofQtteGram-
mar School.

While Boarshaw Road largely has a residential atarasouth
Morton Street is characterized by an extensiomefiworkshops
and small industrial premises found on the nortis@le of
Market Place. The historic buildings here havéaeological
and townscape potential currently unrealized. mioee mod-
ern buildings also have potential for enhancement.

Access to the Old Grammar School is intersecteBdarshaw
Road. However, the building’s rural feel has be®intained
by the quality of its immediate surroundings. Theal is set
at a noticeably lower elevation, reducing noisenfitbe road, in
an enclosed space right up to the Brook, all ofciiziontrib-
utes to the integrity of the building.

The area around Lodge and Brookside Mills has asbindus-
trial character yet the south elevation has a gentiore pleas-
ing, quality about it with the River Irk, bounded & group of
trees playing a significant part in this characfEhe area has
the potential to play a gateway role into the t@mentre. Taken
together, the two Mills, adjacent electricity offgcand the
nearby listed Providence Congregational Chapel laagood
spacial relationship that creates a robust ancbiot o the
south-eastern part of the conservation area.

4.2.5 PREVAILING OR FORMER USES

The Old Grammar School which was founded in 158gaiaed
a school up until the mid twentieth century, théezat had a
mix of uses until it fell into disrepair in the 198. In the
1990’s a trust was formed which enabled the fidtoration of
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Fig 94. Lodge Mill window detail with curious
‘antefixae’ to the copings.

Fig 95. Terrace houses at Morton Street (north)

Fig 96. From left to right—the former Electricity
Offices, Providence Congregational Church and

Lodge Mill form a potential gateway into Middle-

ton.




the school as a cultural and heritage amenity.

Lodge and Brookside Mills were originally cottorireging and
weaving mills which gradually declined from the exfdhe

nineteenth century onwards. The C20th has wittessiegree [

of subdivision into separate commercial concerrslenstill
remaining partly involved in textile production.

Boarshaw Road and north Morton Street is a smaling area
with ancillary uses and south Morton Street mansats long-
standing workshop uses.

4.2.6 ARCHITECTURAL AND HISTORIC QUALITIES
OF THE BUILDINGS

Built in 1586 and described in its grade II* ligjias the Gram-
mar School and Schoolmasters House, this buildiruge of a
small number of pre-Georgian buildings in the conagon
area. Built of squared rubble with a traditiortaine slate roof
laid in diminishing courses. The interior's maifl l|aopen to
the roof except for the first floor chambers atreand. The
school room is lit by chamfered mullioned windoviise roof
structure is of typical northern construction wiihough purlins
and wind braces supported on collar tie-beam musses. The
listing notes that the building i&# important early example of
a building type for which there was little architeal prece-
dent’. Overshadowed by its neighbour is the Georgigie st
Masters House added between 1835 and 1839. Budttick

with four horizontally sliding sashes on two elewas it has an

appealing functional simplicity of style and form.
4.2.7 CONTRIBUTION OF KEY UNLISTED BUILDINGS

‘Twenty four steps’ is a significant route linkirige current
conservation area with the proposed extensiontz aEsocia-
tion with the artist, L. S. Lowry brings added mgst. Of the
steps he saidY'ou would think that Chapel [now demolished]
would dominate the steps, but it doesn’t you krtsvthe other
way around (Middleton Guardian, 22 Sep 2005).

Lodge Mill and Brookside Mill are good early exaplof the
two classic types cotton mill, spinning and weavinie plan
and form of Lodge Mill, including the use of muttitched
roofs to span a single room, is typical of arouBd@ A map
of 1839 shows a building at this location. Manygimal fea-
tures remain intact, including fenestration andausly deco-
rated copings. Brookside Mill is later and hasdharacteristic
north light roof and shed design promoted by FaimbuMuch
would be gained from further documentary and arcloagcal
study of these buildings.

4.2.8 LOCAL DETAILS

The architectural style and form of the Old Gram&elool
has been echoed in many buildings of Middletorpdrticular
are some Edgar Wood designed properties and tHes18drish
School. This recycling of architectural detaild@asmt here and
elsewhere helps to unite the wider conservatioa af@iverse
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Fig 97. Industrial building at Morton Street (south).

wr"

Fig 98. Old Grammar School (left) and Schoolmas-

ters House.

Fig 100. Lodge Mill window detail.




historical periods and materials. The remaindehefbuildings i
in this extension have typical nineteenth centwetaiting on a
domestic scale.

4.2.9 PREVALENT AND TRADITIONAL BUILDING
MATERIALS

The prevalent materials are brick (normally a sidgpe) and
Welsh slate for roofs. Traditional stone slateafssurvive in
the Old Grammar School and on some earlier Geotyidd-
ings.

4.2.10 GREENERY, WILDLIFE AND OPEN SPACES

The Old Grammar School is situated in a tight plathe bot-
tom of a steep slope and isolated from the roaal layge bank
on its western elevation. Subsequently, its igmtafrom the
road, the presence of Whit Brook (see fig 102), thedopen
aspect with allotments to the east, provides aragpanviron-
ment in harmony with the character of the buildigpwever,
further shrub planting to the south of the Schoolild enhance
this separation from Boarshaw Road.

The Brook, with its wildlife and trees, is alwayese to Boar- :
shaw Road. Fig 102. The ancient Whit Brook besides the Old

Grammar School

4.2.11 BUILDINGS AT RISK and NEGATIVE AREAS

Lodge and Brookside Mills have suffered some oftlieecom- &
mon problems of historic industrial structures dgrihe twenti-

eth century (see fig 103). The mills are sufferfiragn lack of
maintenance, particularly the roofs and gutteriygiesm. Early
features that have survived for so long are nowvgtgclear
signs of wear and tear. Similar problems affeetittdustrial
buildings on Market Street and south Norton Stréetall these
cases, it is important to separate historicallgriesting struc-  §
tures that have the potential to enhance the aneadgly
buildings that contribute little.

4.2.12 PROBLEMS, PRESSURES AND THE CAPACITY
FOR CHANGE

Similar pressures apply to all of the proposedresitss to the
conservation area including the erosion of keyilieta the
built form. However, the particular issues relgtio this area
lie in the south and can be seen as similar teetbasMarket
Street. They are: first, problems of building deaad ugly
replacement structures; secondly, the need forusas that are =
compatible with the particular shape and form eftihwnscape;
thirdly, location issues and the loss of purposthisf part of the
town centre; and finally, a need for a better gahenvironment
containing more trees, as exemplified in the southspect of
Lodge Mill. These broader problems are to addcesséhe
Town Centre Masterplan currently being drawn ugdysult-
ants and the Council.

T

Fig 104. Former Electricity Department Offices.
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4.3 EXTENSION 3 — LONG STREET TO
MIDDLETON GARDENS

4.3.1 LOCATION AND SETTING

This extension would encompass part of the re¢atre of
Middleton including a key public space and a setinique
commercial buildings by the architect Edgar WookisTarea
has become the commercial heart of Middleton hawimge
been the original location of the medieval mill gand mill.

4.3.2 HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT

Up until the mid twentieth century the hub of tbevh of
Middleton was at Market Plagesee fig 105) which skirts the
southern boundary of the current conservation dvieaket
Place originally extended from its current location
incorporate much of the area now dominated byrtiféid
island. South of the island, Long Street turns Manchester
Old Road which has a linear route now truncatethby
Arndale Centre development of the 1970’s. The HOgtham
map of 1767 shows the road skirted by Half HousédFand an
area known as The Park to the west. To the eashithpond
dominates. Georgian encroachment can be seen omajhef
1839 with new buildings taking up residence in Hédluse
Field. The plan form of the properties is largelgustrial
including possibly weavers cottages formed arounerdral
courtyard. The area has taken on the aspect oicastrial
suburb in the map of 1849 with a Print and Dye wdidted to
the southern extremity. Today, the line of buildirsdong the
western boundary of Middleton Gardens are what meset
the properties following the line of the originablchester Old
Road( see fig 106). Opposite and across the Gardens is a
significant grouping of commercial properties bg drchitects
Edgar Wood and James Henry Sellers built in 1908. most
recent development of the area includes the lapisgaf
Middleton Gardens as a leisure and exhibition atyieni

4.3.3 PREVALENT AND TRADITIONAL BUILDING
MATERIALS

Area 3 has seen much modern development whichrizddesl
it to become the commercial focus of the town. @&tea lies
over much of the original land taken up by the reedl hall,
gardens, mill pond and mill. Early maps show hoevrill
pond has shaped the development of this area.é&gmental
form of the pond is present up until 1848. In tregrof 1889
development can be seen shaped to the edge ofithimg
pond (it is not clear whether the pond has beeleidfat this
time). Today the buildings and plots occupyingltrel
between Old Hall Street and Fountain Street takéheplan
shape of the pond — the likelihood is that the bliclg of the
pond released much needed development land ireanvdrich
was becoming increasingly crowded during the hiafube
industrial revolution in Middleton.
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Fig 105 Middleton Gardens in the 1960’s before the
traffic island was built. The building second from the
right was by Edgar Wood. Photo courtesy of
RMBC, copyright Lawrence Kay.

Fig 106 Middleton Gardens along the Manchester
Old Road section. The building second from the
right is believed to be by Edgar Wood.

Fig 107 Buildings along Long Street, east side.




4.3.4 CHARACTER OF SPACES WITHIN THE AREA

The dominant space in area 3 is Middleton Gardees fig
108) which is surrounded by an eclectic mix of migys which
have varying forms, materials and styles. Becauseenclosed
as such it takes on a hub atmosphere with theatenta being
used as a public amenity. A line of trees in frofithe
buildings on the western boundary of the gardelgshgovide
a permeable enclosure which has fostered the usgtddor
seating and subsequently has a European feel.

4.3.5 PREVAILING OR FORMER USES

As already noted this area is situated south ofrtbdieval
Middleton Hall and originally held the mill pond@mill. Over
time the immediate vicinity of the mill witnessedsfly the
introduction of small garret style weavers cottagiéh central
courtyards and subsequently the development oélarotton
factories including a Print and Dye Works. In tatel
nineteenth century development pressures leactmfifiing
of the pond. At this point the junction between Miaester Old
Road and Manchester New Road became a naturdioarea
confluence. The development and truncation of Mastdr Old
Road to allow for the building of the Arndale Cenin the
1970’s echoes the importance of this locationraaraa of
confluence and the area now known as Middleton &ard
maintains a loose ‘hub’ characteristic.

4.3.6 ARCHITECTURAL AND HISTORIC QUALITIES
OF THE BUILDINGS

Perhaps fittingly for the area that houses Middi&ato
commercial heart, we have an excellent examplbeotdgar
Wood and James Henry Sellers partnership and e&en
twentieth century retail outlet facing Spring GarsleThe
listing notes thatthe design is not only extraordinary in its us
of the tiled panels but in the early use of a r@icéd concrete
flat roof”. The building( see fig 109) consists of three shops
built in 1908 of brick with glazed tile decoratiohhe tiled

- Fig 109. Edgar Wood commercial properties facing
panels incorporate green chevron patterns. Inaheesyear that| middicton Gardens.

the shops were built Wood and Sellers were comanissi to
design a pavilion for the Franco-British ExhibitiahWembley
by the Pilkington Lancashire Pottery. The resultiegign bares
striking similarities to the Middleton retail outdeincluding the
glazed chevron pattern. '

4.3.7 CONTRIBUTION OF KEY UNLISTED BUILDINGS

Other key buildings exist towards the western saatf Mid- =
dleton Gardens. The Dusty Miller public house (sgé&10) has Ess
grown organically over a period of 200 years. & hdargely
Victorian facade of three bays with slated roof pitdhed
eaves dormers. Licenses can be traced back to, 18t
Middleton’s annual Brewster sessions in 1873 it wlasned
that the pub had had a publicans license for 9Esygato 1867.
This takes the pub back to the early 1770’s. Uinslear if any
of the original fabric survives. The Britannia lisrsituated (see
fig 111) on the same axis but further towards Wstrdet. It

Fig 110. The Dusty Miller Public house was first
licensed in the C18th
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has a Georgian brick fagade with diminishing fersd&in over
three storeys. A deed shows that the land was hadighord
Suffield in the 1780’s and a licence exists for plb dated
1793. There are two buildings believed to be eadyks by
Edgar Wood, Albion Buildings on Wood Street andhapsjust
around the corner on Long Street (see Fig. 106).

4.3.8 LOCAL DETAILS

In area three we have the notable use of reirdarorcrete flat
roof construction namely 88-37 Middleton Gardengsee fig
112). Also the striking use of the chevron patterthe tiled
frontages is unique in its outlook and one carift bet relate this
pattern to Edgar Wood's original drawing's and ekes of the re-
set Romanesque arch with chevrons of the Paristcithu

4.3.9 PREVELANT AND TRADITIONAL BUILDING
MATERIALS

Brick in all its variety of bonds has been usethie majority of

buildings with the additional use of glazed tileshe facade of g
33-37 Middleton Gardens, which has a concrete ostef roof. '__

4.3.10 GREENERY, WILDLIFE AND OPEN SPACES

Middleton Gardens is a large public amenity whiginfs a
natural hub for the community with outlets into thendale
Centre and Middleton Market. The central area basntly
been redeveloped and is largely open with somentigce
planted shrubs and trees and is used for leisudt@alblic
occasions. The pleasingly eclectic line of progsrtilong the
Gardens western boundary is paralleled by a lirteees which
offers a permeable boundakyhich encourages relevant
properties to use the space for open air activitieke summer.

4.3.11 BUILDINGS AT RISK AND NEGATIVE AREAS

Whilst recent landscaping and development to Midaie
Gardens has gone some way to create an anchort@aoire
centre of the town the area still has a vast empgn aspect
which may be considered as bland and uninviting Th
atmosphere is not conducive to the hustle andéo$th market
town and a ‘focal’ or ‘hub’ characteristic is lobgattached.
The area is lacking activities such as, for example open
market which would complement the European atmagphe
created by the properties along the western boyrafahe
Gardens. The Victorian Dusty Miller public houselso
isolated from Middleton Gardens by a cul-de-sagedtiby
paving.

4.3.12 PROBLEMS, PRESSURES AND THE CAPACITY
FOR CHANGE

Similar pressures apply to all of the proposedresitss to the
conservation area including the erosion of keyilieta the
built form. There is a danger for the large opescspof
Middleton Gardens in area 4 to become a bland cvesgoint
to various retail outlets.
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Fig 113. The stark atmosphere on Long Street below
the traffic island.

Fig 114. Market Place from the subway of the traftic
island.
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4.4 EXTENSION 4 — DURNFORD STREET
4.4.1 LOCATION AND SETTING

Moving the existing conservation area westward gltve axis
of Durnford Street, this extension includes a nundfe
Victorian terraced houses with a traditional nieeté century
urban footprint including rear yards with access alley ways.
To the top of Durnford Street the extension alldersthe
inclusion of the surviving remains of Durnford Str&chool
(the infant’s area) designed by Edgar Wood andedatenry
Sellers. The boundary returns to encapsulate d seetlon of
land which incorporates part of the footprint o&af&es Croft
(part of the eighteenth century field pattern) unithg a large
earthwork boundary.

4.4.2 HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT

The land upon which this area now lies was oaliynGlebe
Land and also a part of the field known as Clark&foft. Prior
to the introduction of the Victorian street patténe only
development in this proposed extension was aloadptiundary
of Clarke’s Croft. The map of 1848 shows a regskates of
plots skirting the boundarilamed after Bishop Durnford (the
Middleton born philanthropist who became Bishop of
Chichester and was patron to the Grade Il listesP&chool at
Long Street), Durnford Street is an excellent exangp late
nineteenth century Lancashire terraced housing bpdn a
street pattern intended to standardise living acoodation and
improve sanitary conditions. At Grey Street the kdathe
properties have through roads, back yards anddautsilets.
The necessity for outside toilets and backyardeeaced the
traditional development of housing around an erzlos
courtyard (like those noted in Area 3 above).Tis¢ la
development in this area took place in 1908 whs Durnford
Street School (partially demolished) was built lmg&r Wood
and James Henry Sellers, which was notable foeitgorced
concrete construction.

4.4.3 ARCHAEOLOGICAL SIGNIFICANCE
The principal archaeological feature in area 4éssurviving

boundary to what is referred to as Clarke’s Crofthie 1736
Hugh Oldham map. The OS map of 1848 shows a safries

small plots leaning up against the curvilinear lany. Today a j‘_.'l

large earthwork survives along part of the boundaeiuding a
retaining buttress dating from the eighteenth agniwithin the
grounds of the current Long Street Methodist ChurCii the
late Victorian Terraced housing the rear accesesspattern
with back yards and outhouses still remains intattt some
survival of original outbuildings apparent.

4.4.4 CHARACTER OF SPACES WITHING THE AREA

The plan form of area 4 takes on a tight regimeueittiern of
linear frontages and rear yards accessed by algg.\W he
repetition of the street pattern along Grey Stne¢tonly
articulates the functional intent of such properbet is also
representative of the Victorian need for sociakorand
improved sanitary conditions. Street vistas areidatad by
linearity and perspective.
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Fig 115. Durnford Street takes on a regimental char-
acter.

Fig 117. Rear alley and utility space at the back of
Grey Street.




4.4.5 PREVAILING OR FORMER USES

Signs of the original agricultural origins of tlasea have all but
gone with the introductioin of a tightly organis&tdeet pattern
of terraced houses and back yards of the nineteemtury. To
the top end of Durnford Street the surviving fornméant school
continues its role as an Adult Learning Centrehéted earlier,
a large bank of earth (possibly a surviving fietadibdary) with
a squared rubble buttress (possibly eighteenthupent earlier)
remains within the grounds of LSM and skirts tHate=l car
park following the original line of Clarke’s Brovhewn in the
1787 Hugh Oldham map.

4.4.6 ARCHITECTURAL AND HISTORIC QUALITIES
OF THE BUILDINGS

Fig 118. Wood and Sellar’s former Infant School on
Area 4 holds another building constructed undeiatispices of | Durnford Street.

Wood and Sellers in 1908 namely the Durnford Stsettool.
Only a fragment of the building remains in the gui$ the
former infant block. The remainder of the buildings
demolished in 200? After being on English Heritageegister
of Buildings at Risk for a number of years.

4.4.7 CONTRIBUTION OF KEY UNLISTED BUILDINGS ﬁ_! Y

As a group, the terraced houses which are sitzdbed) ; _j—— |E§Jﬂ:| Ll
Durnford Street and Grey Street are important ddibgs o
representative of social developments in housimghig
industrial north) in the late nineteenth centummediately
south of the proposed extension boundary on Miieet, lies
the Edgar Wood designed former Independent Labtuly.C
The boundary should be modified to include thidding.

Fig 119. Durnford Street looking east.

4.4.8 LOCAL DETAILS

In Extension 4 we have the notable use of reintbcomcrete flat
roof construction at the Durnford Street schdbk terraced plan
form with back yard and alley is a typical charastie of the area.

4.4.9 PREVALENT AND TRADITIONAL BUILDING MA-
TERIALS

Area 4 has a predominance of Welsh Blue slatesais
covering.Red brick is the common denominator in terms of
building materials.

4.4.10 GREENERY, WILDLIFE AND OPEN SPACES

Whilst there are no defined open spaces in arba fbtation
offers linear views of a traditional northern teed street
pattern, where the regimental repetition of featumech as
doors, windows and outhouses adds to a feelingrspective
and formality.

4.4.11 BUILDINGS AT RISK AND NEGATIVE AREAS

Some of the rear alleys to the terraced propariidsis area are
looking tired and overgrown. There has been adbssiginal
features to the rear yards such as external t@lelsouthouses.

4.4.12 PROBLEMS PRESSURES AND THE CAPACITY
FOR CHANGE

Similar pressures apply to all of the proposedresitans to the
conservation area including the erosion of keyitteta the built
form.
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5. PROBLEMS, PRESSURES AND CAPACITY FOR CHANGE

[l

Traffic island at the bottom of Long Street, looking towards the conservation area

. ' ' . [ . ' ' [ [ [ [
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5.1 Strategic Problems

5.1.1The biggest long term problem facing the Conservatn Area is isolation

from the commercial and retail sector of the towna consequence of the large
traffic island at Market Place. This was constructed in the 1960s, with the removal
of the outdoor markets, and has resulted in theatan of commercial shops and
public amenities to the south of the town. Its real@oes some way to explain the
poor condition of the streetscape and propertiesrat this area. South of the is-
land, the retail heart of Middleton is a contrastite softer aspect of the heart of the
conservation area. However, there are no visutlamatic cues to draw activity

into the conservation area as the markets hete treed once done.

5.1.2 There is a particular problem of permeabdityhis point. The traffic island is
difficult to pass for the pedestrian whether via subways or crossing the traffic.
The garden at the centre does not work as an t@atgraatace to pass through or lin-
ger. A sense of “threat” permeates. Consequehitytwo parts of Long Street are
effectively different places, either side of an enmeable barrier.

5.1.3 Many problems feed from this isolation, irtthg lack of use, regular turnover
of tenants and poor maintenance of the historildimgs on the street frontage. The
effect is not just limited to the immediately addat areas. Other parts of the conser-
vation area have also become focal points for M&@rdagraffiti and theft as a conse-
guence of being cut off from the town centre, idahg Jubilee Park, Twenty Four
Steps, and the Church itself. The barrier hasgedea long term question of purpose
and meaning for the conservation area. Despisrengths, is not large enough
from a commercial or civic perspective to standhaloGradually, over time, it is
being drained of life and vitality by the logic afmces of centralizing around Mid-
dleton Gardens.

5.1.4The most immediate threat comes with the possiblemoval of the Library
and Local Studies centre from Jubilee Park. The lbrary acts as a cultural
magnet to the conservation area. This would have major negative impact at
the heart of the Conservation Area. The Library am Local Studies are key cul-
tural uses that should be retained.

5.1.5 The solution to the above problems lie wiid broader town centre strategy
being drawn up by Rochdale M.B.C.. Nevertheldssy tire key problems of the
conservation area. Future strategies for the ceaten area will be greatly affected
by how the Council responds to these over archinglpms of separation, isolation
from the centre and the retention of the town’sngrcultural use in the heart of its
cultural area.

5.2 Under Use

5.2.1 The conservation area has a wealth of hersaag amenity capital, though un-
derused as the commercial focus and general s@tigs have changed. Under use
has also been encouraged by a lack of investntamtexample, in Jubilee Park the
contribution to the setting and hierarchy of tHeu@h has been lost among over-
grown trees. Under use may encourage damagingatlies proposals. The 'original
design intentions (circulation, formal views antbimal vistas) remain relevant to
today’s user’ (Lovejoy report). The Park could lteced under threat by further
muddying the overall purpose of the design. Tlaeeemany other examples of un-
der use affecting commercial and non-commercidtlimgs and areas and much of
this problem is tied up with the strategic problems

5.3 The Lack of a Conservation Culture

5.3.1 There is a lack of knowledge or understandincpnservation issues. Many
are unaware of the Conservation Area status anditvimeans. There is little sense
of all pulling in the same direction. This is M lack of a strategic framework
that provides a role and purpose as well as piote@tr the conservation area.

5.4 Erosion of Detail
5.4.1 Added to this there is concern that overytaes there has been a gradual ero-
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sion of important elements of detail, which aretalyart of the conservation areas
character. This has come about because of lagegtgin manufacture and use of
materials.

5.4.2 The encroachment of the upvc window and doaffecting the character of
many historic properties and provides a bland scape. The tendency to render a
poorly maintained brick wall as a remedial optismot only visually displeasing but
harbouring potential problems of dampness for tiaré. Where render has not been
used the tendency to rake out mortar joints mechdlyiis damaging stone and brick
surfaces and the eventual character of the propéitiybadly pointed walls.

5.4.3 The lack of maintenance to boundaries, ealhethe pigstone walls surround-
ing Jubilee Park is endangering a significant amd local detail. Traditional roof
surfaces have been subject to inappropriate refunents including the replacement
of stone slates with concrete tiles and the oyartpof slates with bituminous felt.
Also the introduction of colourful tiles flashedtmtheir historic neighbouring stone
slates with bituminous banding is inappropriate podr practice.

5.4.4 Listed below are a number of details, whiehunder threat within the conser-
vation area:

windows, doors and shop fronts,

water goods, downspouts and gutters,

wall renders and claddings,

traditional roof coverings,

historic gates, fences, walls and boundaries
historic floor surfaces

5.5 Open Spaces

5.5.1 Some of the open spaces surrounding the Glamecpoorly landscaped and
have a tired air. The Old Burial Ground to the barftthe Church is overgrown and
is poorly maintained. Saint Leonard’s Square toritith has poor paving and large
expanses of tarmac. Together with the barrier farlmeovergrown trees to the west,
the Old Burial Ground and square are contributing teeling of isolation around
the Church, which encourages vandalism.

5.6 External Pressures

5.6.1 There are a number of external pressureseaadtie in the conservation area.
Recent trends in development, which include theremsion of buildings into apart-
ments, can damage the internal footprint of amohisbuilding. This has the effect
of devaluing its contribution to the conservatioaza Development pressures also
have the potential to erode important charactesistnd details unless carefully con-
trolled.

5.6.2 Other pressures relate to the removal ofegafidbntages and the provision of
hard standing for car parking. This is particulalproblem on Long Street, as com-
mercial practices have grown. Added to this, istémelency to replace historic shop
frontages with inappropriate upvc windows and daorg large expanses of glass.

5.6.3 The area is blessed by two outstanding lestbwrches, the Parish Church and
Long Street Methodist Church. Both have witnessedgradual erosion of their con-
gregations as the social trend away from religwasship increases. This is most
evident at the Methodist Church and such occureetiweaten both the survival of
the building (as with the Providence Congregati@ialirch) and the community as a
social focus is taken away.

5.7 Conclusion

5.7.1 Middleton has an undervalued and under peifay heritage as a consequence
of its dislocation from the lifeblood of the toweardre. There has been a consequen-
tial migration of traditional activities and rol&s outside the Conservation Area.
However, Middleton has a uniquely vigorous campiaigrtontingent of civic and
heritage groups. It also has as a tremendous iagbet medieval Parish Church. It
currently holds on to a building with a key pubiiae, namely the Library and Local
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Studies centre. This fosters important and comeieary activity and acts as a draw
to people who perhaps would not otherwise go inéoarea.

5.8 Capacity for Change

5.8.1 What Middleton is lacking is a strategic regsgian to tackle the significant
issues of isolation and demarcation between thenadwes of the town centre. Con-
sultants are currently drawing up such a masterpliashould be a catalyst for
change and should take into account the followmgserations: -

The long-term re-development of the traffic islasda public square to
strengthen the links between the town centre, ingpermeability and
revive the prospects of fringe businesses.

Improving the links between the two areas by extenthe current con-
servation area south. This will help to introducsual links within the
streetscape and encourage a holistic approacle twithparts of Long
Street which have essentially the same historycaadacter.

Utilising the Public Library and Local Studies aenas an essential re-
source (and an anchor to reduce migration fronCibieservation Area)
for learning and education, and establishing a teng feasibility plan
to increase its focus as a Heritage Centre in iathdlib its present role.

Establish a ten year conservation grants scherieets resources on
the buildings at risk and those mutilated by pdtarations. A long
term approach is required to gradually restoréhiboric fabric to a
point where good planning control can continuepifeeess on its own.
Grants are needed because of the poor state of Imenmesses and the
low incomes of most residents.

Re-invigoration of the plans for Jubilee Park amel®ld Burial Ground
with an emphasis on conservation and sustainability

Explore pathways of re-use for key buildings in tb@servation area
including the use of heritage grants and trustse durrent initiative for
utilising parts of the Long Street Methodist Chuashan Edgar Wood
Centre and/or a Methodist Archive should be agyigelpported.

Cultivating a cultural quarter ethos and increasadketing of the con-
servation area. Some initial ideas are outlinedwgebut a strategic ap-
proach to marketing, re-branding and education Ishioel drawn up.

Researching the potential tourist capital of thedhaChurch and the
Edgar Wood story. The systematic appraisal anderwation of Edgar
Wood designed buildings should be a priority.

Providing support and funding for the further reshaf Middleton’s
Silk industry and the explaining of this history.

Providing support and funding for further archagaal investigation
around the church, Old Burial Ground and Clarke’'sfCareas which
might reveal historic earthworks and boundaries.

Measures for developing a planning culture of cors@®n such as in-
formation and guidance on architectural detait$hsas windows and
doors, planning requirements etc.

Introduction of signs and information boards toemage permeability
and improve knowledge and understanding aboutdhsasvation area
with the introduction of a series of Heritage Imf@ation Maps and Leaf-
lets. The provision of a map or trail outliningdad Wood properties
which would also help educate the community ableeitvellue of such
properties.
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Buildings at Risk
Recommendations for Listing
Historical Associations
Edgar Wood
Richard Durnford
Samuel Bamford
Richard Assheton

Thomas Langley
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No. | Building Location Listing |Status

1 Providence Congregational Chapéliarket Place Il Very Bad, Vacant,
(former)

2 Georgian Workshops (former) Cankey's Ginnel, Mairk [na Very Bad, Vacant A

Place
3 Police Station (former) Market Place na Poort Pacupied,
C

4 Middleton Library Jubilee Park na Fair, Occupiid,

5 Staircase and Exedra Jubilee Park I Poor, C

6 Parish Church of Saint Leonard New Lane I P@acupied, D

7 Gravestones and Perimeter Wall Old Burial Ground na Very Bad to Fair, C

8 Samuel Bamford Memorial Old Burial Ground na Radr

9 6 and 10 Sadler Streeet Sadler Street na PadrOPeupied,

C

10 | Silk Weavers Shops (former) 81,85,87 Long Street |na Poor, Vacant, A

11 | Manchester and Salford Bank Market Place 1] Poor, Part Occupie
(former) C

12 | 60 Long Street Long Street na Very Bad, Vacan

13 | Long Street Methodist Church ajdlong Street I* Poor, Occupied, C
Schools

14 | 101 and 103 Long Street and 5 |Long Street/ Durnford na Poor, Vacant, A
Durnford Street Street

15 | Middleton Building Society Long Street na Fair, Vacant, E
(former)

16 | White House Hotel (former) 37 Rochdale Road(afs |na Very Bad, Vacant, A

fecting 39 Rochdale Road
17 |28, 30 and 32 Rochdale Road Rochdale Road na r, Vaoant, A
18 | Spring Gardens Silk Mill (former)] Spring GardeR<heap- |na Poor, Part Occupied

side

C
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No | Building Location Listing |Status

1 |Lodge Mmill Townley Street na Poor, Part Occupied
2 | Brookside Mill Townley Street na Fair, Part Ogiad, C
3 | Various (former) workshops and | Market Place, Old Hall na Poor to Fair, Part Occ

cottages

Street, Lodge Street, Mor-
ton Street (south)

pied or Occupied, C

Horridges Shop (former)

Long Street

na

Poor, igoa

33, 35, 37 Manchester Road

Manchester Road

r, ®acupied, C
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Buildings at Risk in the Conservation Area
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Buildings At Risk

Buildings At Risk in Proposed Extensions

Criteria for Inclusion

Condition

Very badmeans a building where there has been structihaié or where there are clear signs of structural

instability; (where applicable) there has been tfssignificant areas of the roof covering, leadiagnajor
deterioration of the interior; or where there hasrba major fire or other disaster affecting méshe build-

ing.

Poor means a building or structure with deterioratirgsonry and/or a leaking roof and/or defective rain-
water goods, usually accompanied by rot outbreatksrmand general deterioration of most elementthef

Name Location Further Information
87 Long Street Long Street See page 35

1-5 New Lane New Lane See page 35
Public Library Long Street See page 35
Samuel Bamford Memorial Old Graveyard See page 36
Bentwood and 2-10 MellalielMellalieu Street See page 36
Street

White House Hotel Rochdale Road See pages 36/37
Arkholme Towncroft Avenue See page 49
Crown Inn and attached Rochdale Road See page 49/50
buildings

Britannia Inn Manchester Old Road/ Middleton Gaslen | See page 59

building fabric, including external joinery; or wigethere has been a fire or other disaster whistaeffacted
part of the building.

Fair means a building which is structurally sound, ibuteed of minor repair or showing signs of a latk
general maintenance.

Goodmeans structurally sound, weathertight and witlsigaificant repairs needed.
Occupancy

Occupancy noted (to the best of our knowledge)aasint, part-occupied, occupiedistakes are possible
in assessing occupancy. For monuments, this agtégoot applicable.

Buildings capable of use are at risk if they are in

* very bad or poor condition
« fair condition and vacant, partially occupied abpout to be vacated as a result of functional rethuncy.

Monuments incapable of use are at risk if theyi@re

* very bad or poor condition
« fair condition but lacking management arrangersdntensure their maintenance.
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Priority Category
Priority for action is graded as follows:

A Immediate risk of further rapid deterioration loss of fabric; no solution agreed

B Immediate risk of further rapid deterioration loss of fabric; solution agreed but not yet impletee
C Slow decay; no solution agreed

D Slow decay; solution agreed but not yet impleeknt

E Under repair or in fair to good repair, but noersdentified; or under threat of vacancy with noveous
new user (applicable only to buildings capable ehdficial use)

F Repair scheme in progress and (where applicadel) use or user identified; functionally redundant
buildings with new use agreed but not yet impleptent

72



8. Middleton Town Centre
Conservation Area
Appraisal Maps

Buildings, Features, Structures & Monuments

areProtected - Listed Buildings

are ofLocal Importance Grade 1

are ofLocal Importance Grade 2

make aViajor Positive Contribution

make aMinor Positive Contribution

make aNegative Contribution

bbbk
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Hierarchy of Meanings

*Protected - means statutory designations.

sLocal Importance Grade 1- means “of the highest local importance”.

eLocal Importance Grade 2- means “of sufficient local importance in its owght, regardless of
context or setting”.

*Major Positive Contribution - means “a clear positive contribution made ®character and
appearance of the Conservation Area”. Substachi@hge is unlikely to enhance this con-
tribution.

*Minor Positive Contribution - means “ while positive, the contribution is &ligPositive
change is to be encouraged which could involveseitite enhancement of the existing
building or its replacement.

*Negative Contribution - means “there is a clear negative effect thatireq positive change”.

Notes

1.The categories record inherent qualities nosthte of repair or maintenance. Hence a building
normally graded as Major Positive Contribution @ graded as Minor Positive Contribu-
tion if it is poorly maintained. However, if theiifling was so severely mutilated that its
inherent quality was permanently altered, there beag case for grading it to a lower cate-
gory, depending on the circumstances. Such athesahowever require planning permis-
sion whereas lack of maintenance does not.

1.The dashed line marked PPG15 above marks tr&advibetween those buildings that make a
clear positive contribution to the Conservationa@(above the line) and those that do not
(below the line). The former are protected by geaph 4.27 of PPG15 which statebhe
general presumption should be in favour of retagniuildings which make a positive con-
tribution to the character or appearance of a camaion area. The Secretary of State ex-
pects that proposals to demolish such buildingsikhbe assessed against the same broad
criteria as proposals to demolish listed buildindsée PPG15 paragraphs 3.16-3.19 also).

1.When considering buildings, the traditional tvaddf measure of historic and/or architectural in-

terest is used. This is so that interest by vidilleistorical association is assessed which
may not be obvious from the appearance alone.
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